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T H E  R A M B L U R R  

Group Picture at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 

January 20th the Freshman class were 
in Washington D.C.  witnessing a 
piece of history that will be studied 
by the younger ages to come. Global 
History 9 teacher, Mr. Rodriguez 
agreed saying, “It was really exciting 
the students were able to learn a great 
deal about history,”.  

 Waeya Lin recalled the ex-
perience saying, “I remember seeing 
him on the big, giant screen (Obama) 
and hearing  him give his speech,”. 
The speech which Waeya and the rest 
of the Freshman class heard was one 
that every American could agree 
with, “60 years ago my father would-
n’t be served in some places, now I 
stand here his son as President,” not 
to make a pun on Barack Obama’s 
slogan but there really was a change. 
While the speech  was impressively 
written by a twenty-seven year old, 
the one who delivered it made the 
ground shaking history.  

 The inauguration of our first 
black, and forty-fourth president was 
by far the best piece of history the 
Freshman saw on their trip to Wash-
ington. They visited historical monu-
ments such as the Washington Monu-
ment, Lincoln Memorial, World War 
II Monument, as well as The Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial.  

 Upon leaving Washington the 
group boarded the bus and headed 
back home, stopping at the Eisen-
hower hotel in Gettysburg, Pennsyl-
vania to rest after an exciting day in 
history.  

The Eisenhower accommodated a pool, and a games center the 
students were able to enjoy. Approximately 4 to 5 students were 
in a room, and lights went out at midnight.  

 The following day the group visited the historical Get-
tysburg Military Park, the tour guide showed them around the 
park and gave them a great deal of exceptional information 
about the Civil War as well as the inequality blacks faced 144 
years ago which lead into the civil rights movement and even-
tual equality of rights for the blacks. A wonderful way to end 
the trip. Witnessing the first black president-elect being inaugu-
rated, and ending the trip with  
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> Continued from page 1 

S T U D E N T S  M A D E  A P A R T  O F  H I S T O R Y  I N  

T H E I R  O W N  C L A S S R O O M S  

 Here at the school there 
were mixed reactions to the 
swearing in. For those who have 
little opinion for politics, such as 
yours truly, it was a day to see 
history, but it wasn’t so different 
from the last election. For big 
Obama supporters, such as Jordan 
Maya, it was a time to stand and 
listen well; it was a moving 
speech promising a better tomor-
row. Ashley Salvinski, of the 
group in Ms. Kennedy’s class 
said this “Funny… but I really 
enjoyed it. His speech writer is 26 
years old, and he’s writing for a 
president.” 

To the students of our 
school many parts of the inaugu-
ration were funny that perhaps 
shouldn’t have been. When Dick 
Chaney, our former Vice Presi-
dent, was wheeled out in a wheel 
chair, I heard quite a bit of laugh-
ter. Many surely saw it as a “how 
the mighty have fallen” moment, 
but he was only suffering from a 
minor back injury. When it 
seemed as though our incoming 
president couldn’t repeat a few 
simple lines many laughed too. 
That was a mess-up on the other 

end, in fact, Obama tried to fix the 
mistake without embarrassing John 
Roberts (who was reading the oath). 
Here at home the students tried to 
follow the present as well as possi-
ble, which is excellent because it is 
now history. We lived history re-
cently. All of the students of this 
school can now tell their children 
and grandchildren about the first 
African-American sworn in as 
President. Whether we were happy, 
upset, or indifferent to the election 
we all must admit that it was a land-
mark. Obama said in his speech: 
“60 years ago my father wouldn’t 
have been served at many restau-
rants, now his son is leading that 
same country.” Racism segregated 
our country as late as the 1960’s, 
Martin Luther King died in 1968, 
and now, 40 years in April after his 
death, we have equality on the big-
gest level. 

 
◘ Hannah Brady 

 On January 20, 2009 
Barack Hussein Obama was offi-
cially inducted as the 44th Presi-
dent of our United States. Of 
course we know that the freshman 
class and some others went to see 
the landmark inauguration, but 
what about those who stayed be-
hind? How did we see and inter-
pret the newest information com-
ing our way? 
 For those of us who had 
the opportunity to see the election 
due to a slow work day or study 
hall, the main congregation spots 
were Ms. Kennedy’s room, and 
Mr. Tony’s room, and several 
smaller groups were scattered 
around. “Sssshhhh!” Ms. Ken-
nedy exclaimed around 11:50 
a.m. as Joe Biden, our new Vice 
President was taking his oath of 
office. A musical piece followed, 
featuring world renowned cellist 
Yo-Yo Ma. Then, two minutes 
after noon, Barack Obama took 
his official oath of office. After a 
slight misreading of the oath by 
Chief Justice John Roberts, 
Obama became our 44th President 
and delivered a stirring inaugural 
address. 

L-R: Angela, Jasmine,  

Waeya  

the very beginning of the long 
historical journey President 
Barack Obama and many oth-
ers faced in gaining equal 
rights.  

 On the same day as the 
Gettysburg Military Park tour, 
the Freshmen were taken to 
the Civil War museum where 
they saw their first cyclorama, 
which is by definition a cylin-
drical panoramic painting de-
signed to provide a viewer, 
standing in the middle of the 
cylinder, with a 360° view of 
the painting. It was originally 
done by French artist Paul 
Dominique Philippoteaux, the 
cyclorama stood a tall 43 feet 
with parts of the painting 
painted while other parts of 

the painting were three-dimensional. 
The only known comparison would be 
the exhibits in the Albany museum with 
the painted back round and life like ob-
jects. Parts of the painting included 
mannequins, such as the horse which 
looked as though it were a real 
wounded one.  

 It seemed as though apart from 
the inauguration, the cyclorama was the 
most thrilling part of their adventure. 
From the description it sounds as 
though it may have been a spectacular 
vision.  

 Coming home to their families 
many students were proud they were 
able to represent their school Rensse-
laer High, on this trip and said it was an 
experience they’d never forget.  

◘ Ashley Salvinski & Waeya Lin 



3 

Around the world green energy is becoming more common in every day lives. In the Capital Region itself 
businesses are turning off the gas and frying up the green. Bombers Burrito Bar on Lark Street in Albany is 
just one example of various restaurants that are taking part in an eco-friendly experiment. The restaurant  

donates used vegetable oil to the Honest Weight Food Co-op of Albany, who then uses the oil to power their 
1997 GMC, or as they call it “The Grease Bus.” The process helps to recycle fatty oils that can not be used to 
fry foods, while at the same time providing clean fuel for transportation. According to the U.S. Department of 
Energy, the production and use of bio-fuels results in a 78 percent overall reduction in CO2 emissions. In the 
city of Rensselaer construction is well underway for what will become one of the Capital Region’s greatest 
sources of clean energy. The Empire Generating Project is a 635 net megawatt combined cycle natural gas 
fired power plant located at 75 Riverside Avenue in the city. When completed the project will cost more than 
$700 million dollars, generate 550 union jobs and employ over 20 workers. The project will also establish the 
development of a recycled newsprint facility and bike path that will run along Riverside Avenue overlooking 
the park. In mid-September construction began on the gas lateral, while in October transmission line installa-
tion followed.  

 

>See Pg 4 for continued story and more pictures. 

R E N S S E L A E R ’ S  G R E E N  R E V O L U T I O N  

The construction site for future power plant, on Riverside Avenue 
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Current progress is being made on foundation 
installation, structural steel, piping and electrical 
work. By the close of January crews will begin 
to erect the cooling tower, a process that will 
take about 7 months to complete. In February 
work will continue on the foundation installa-
tion, structural steel, piping and electrical work, 
as well as the completion of gas lines. Through 
March, crews will make final adjustments to the 
electrical switchyard, begin installing gas line 
metering stations and site gas yards. Major 
building erection will continue through October. 
Contractors for the Empire Generating Project 
say that they will commence construction on the 
combustion turbines through April, a process 
that will not be complete until August. Electrical 
systems will also be tested during this time pe-
riod and gas lines will be tied into the Tennessee 
Gas Pipeline. By May crews hope to finish trans-
mission lines and back feed to the site, as well as 
continue working on the installation of steam 
turbines. The project is not expected to be com-
plete until 2010. On the other hand, the Besi-
corp-Empire Newsprint Facility is well on its 
way. When complete, the recycled newsprint 
manufacturing facility will process over 400,000 
metric tons per year of old newspaper and maga-
zines to produce 335,000 metric tons per year of 
100% recycled, high quality newsprint. The fa-
cility will also produce about 10% of all news-
print consumed in the regional market, a break 
through for consumers who care about their en-
vironment. The facility will be equipped with a 
receiving warehouse where old newspapers and 
magazines will be unloaded from trucks and rail 
cars, then temporarily stored. A de-ink area will 
be used to bath the old papers in a water slurry, 
ultimately removing all inks. A paper machine 
will then be used to convert the pulp slurry into 
large rolls of recycled newsprint. The newsprint 
will then be sold to consumers and recycled all 
over again.  
 

 ◘Dave Ellis 

>Continued from Pg. 3 

Pictures from Dave Ellis 
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 Recently, if you have peered into the agenda of a Senior in our school it does not look 

pretty. There would be writing everywhere, reminding them of this and that, there would be 

harsh-marks from where project dates had been changed, and for those unlucky enough, there 

would be Seminar dates in bold writing. Every year the new Senior class is astounded at the 

incredible workload they receive. On the calendar of a close friend in the Senior class I saw no 

less than six projects due within a week and a half of each other, all for major portions of a 

class quarter grade. Seniors all say they get undue amounts of work to complete, but is it really 

that excessive? 

 Most teachers in the Senior class are  available for discussion any time you need them, 

or a time can be worked out. Most projects are also given quite a while to complete, at least two 

weeks. In addition, many of the most recent projects were given out before winter break, giving 

students adequate time to work and plat if time was budgeted well. But, I believe the first ten-

drils of Senioritis are setting in on the class. Senioritis can be a serious disease, quite deadly to 

the grade-point average and desire to be in school. But Seniors please keep in mind: YOU 

HAVE FIVE MONTHS LEFT! There’s only five more months of doing high school projects. 

Compare that to what you have been through, twelve and a half  years of schooling so far, don’t 

throw it away. I know you all want decent jobs. Stick it out and walk across the stage at the end 

of the year. Then no more projects, unless  you go to college.  

 These projects and lost of homework prepare the unwitting Senior for college. In higher 

education, teachers don’t care if you have other classes; theirs’ is the MOST important AL-

WAYS. High school prepares you for the real world, and in the world you will have to do things 

you don’t want to do. Situations will seem unfair and time limits that are seemingly impossible 

will be imposed. But, breathe! Relax! Seniors, you can get through this. Push yourself to write 

out a schedule of what you need to work on. Make a list of all that you have to do and the dates 

they are due. As you complete a project, cross it off the list, you will feel better and you can re-

lax more if you don't feel as though you are always forgetting something major. 

 This is the year of your life. Have fun too. If you’ve just completed two big projects and 

one isn’t due for another few days, have fun. You need to keep your stress levels down, espe-

cially now. Who wants a cold during a time when they have lots of work? Nobody likes being 

sick, so sleep and don’t stress the workload.  

◘Hannah Brady 
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January 22nd the Shakespeare competition took place. It 
has been something that the school has participated in 
for many years, however no one seems to be aware of it. 
The qualifications of the competition is to choose a 
monologue from a Shakespearean play, and a Shake-
spearean sonnet. The judges required a copy of both the 
monologue and the sonnet. There needs to be 3 partici-
pants, if there is not, the competition can not go on. An 
interesting fact was, there almost wasn’t a competition 
because the third contestant felt very ill and almost 
dropped out. She did however continue with the compe-

tition so that there would be one.  

 This year’s contestants included, Junior Hannah Brady, Senior Samantha Scully, and 
Senior Ashley Salvinski. These three brave students recited Shakespeare in front of English 10 
teacher Mrs. Steck, English 12 teacher Mr. Toney,  English 11&12 teacher Mrs. Wright, and 
Math B, Calculus, and Intermediate Algebra Ms. Kennedy.   

 Junior Hannah Brady recited a monologue from Taming of the Shrew, and sonnet num-
ber 87. The judges had said that her only flaw was drawing the audience in, other then that the 
judges saw her performance flawless. 

 Senior Samantha Scully recited a monologue from A Midsummer Night’s Dream, and 
sonnet number 23. Due to the fact that Sam had been feeling under the weather she was al-
lowed to read from her paper. The judges had said that they felt her emotion was perfect, the 
only flaws they found with Sam’s  that she read from the paper it was very fast and she needed 
interaction with the audience.  

 Senior Ashley Salvinski recited a monologue from Macbeth, and sonnet number 131. 
Going into the competition she had everything memorized, however her nerves overcame her 
and she had to be given clues by the judges as to what the next few lines were. The judges had 
said she paced far too much, and she needed interaction with the judges and make eye contact.  

 In the end the winner of the Rensselaer Shakespeare competition was Hannah Brady. 
Well done Hannah! 

 

◘ Ashley Salvinski 

T O  B E  O R  N O T  T O  B E ?  W H O  W A S  T H E  

W I N N E R ?  
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In a recent interview with Caelin Mooney Coach Palmer had 

this to say about his team: 

CM: What your team record so far into the season? 

CP: We’re 7-6 

 

CM: How long have you been coaching? 

CP: I’ve been coaching for 8 seasons here at Rensselaer. I’ve 
coached for 12 years            

        all together. 

 

CM: Do you enjoy coaching? 

CP: Yes, it’s been funding it the last 5 years. Everyday is fun and dif-
ferent, they all      

        have good attitudes and listen. 

 

CM: Who are the captains on your team? 

CP: Erica Stasack and Samantha Berthoty. 

 

CM: What are your goals for this season? 

CP: Our goal from day one has been to in the championship. We can 
do that by  

        getting better everyday, having fun and enjoying the season. 

 

CM: How does this year’s team compare to last years? 

CP: We have the whole team back with some additions (Makenzie Edberg, Venus  

       Vasquez and Nicole Spath). This year we are more experienced and off to a  

        better start. We’ve only lost to competitive teams. We have played hard in 

        most games. This year we’ve made fewer mistakes and have had fewer turnovers.  

 

CM: How many seniors are on your team? How will losing them affect the team next year? 

CP: we have 6 seniors on the team. It will be a major loss to lose all of them. Three of them have been with me on varsity for 
all four years. We’ll be losing reliable familiar faces from the past years. We’re going to have a lot to replace talent wise. We’re 
going to have some big shoes to fill next year!  

 

Rensselaer Varsity Girls Basketball 
11/25 Cambridge V. Renss.              38-24 

12/02 Maple Hill V. Renss.                55-26 

12/05   Renss. V. Greenville              35-45 

12/10 Chatam V. Renss.                    24-52  

12/15 Renss. V. Cambridge              42-40 

12/22 Renss. V. Cairo Durham         47-34 

12/29 Renss. V. Bishop Gibbons      47-24 

12/30 Renss. V. Heatly                      52-34 

1/05 Taconic Hills V. Renss.              30-44 

1/06 Renss. V. Hudson                      42-39 

1/15 Greenville V. Renss.                  41-39 

1/21 Renss. V. Catham                     48-16       

2/03 Renss. V. Taconic Hills             38-34 

2/05 Cairo V. Renss.    12-37 

2/06 Renss. Coxsakie  22-37 

2/11 Hudson V. Renss. 

2/13 Renss. V. Catskill 
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A N O T H E R  C H A M P I O N S H I P ?  

 Looking at this years stats the question of 
another championship being in the future is un-
known. Stats may predict how well they do, but 
can any one person be certain that we will take 
home?  

 Coach Pitanello had this to say about his 
team who is currently 11 and 5 in 3rd place in the 
Patroon Conference, “We’re hoping to do well 
when sectionals come up, and make a run in the 
tournament,”. He continued to say, “Things are 
starting to come together and I’m proud of how 
hard the kids have been working,”.  

 It seems as though another championship 
is in the future. What ever the future may bring, 
confidence is in the air as the Ram Pride strength-
ens. 

◘ Ashley Salvinski & Gary Hayes 

Rensselaer Varsity  Boys Basketball 
11/26 Heatly  V. Renss.                          34-65            

11/28 Hoosick Falls V. Renss.              56 -48             

12/3   Renss. V. Maple Hill                     50-63   

12/5   Greenville V. Renss.                     36-40            

12/9   Renss. V. Chatham                       46-27      

12/17 Renss. V. Ichabod                        33-43        

12/22 Cairo V. Renss.                             49-57            

12/30 Coxsackie V. Renss.                    44 -74            

1/6     Hudson V. Renss.                          52-58            

1/8     Renss. V. Catskill                          65-63        

1/14   Maple Hill V. Renss.                     49-44                 

1/16   Renss. V. Greenville                     73-35          

1/20   Chatham V. Renss.                     51- 57              

1/24   Renss. V. Coxsackie                    60-48 

1/30   Ichabod  V.  Renss.                      52-44 

2/4     Taconic Hills  V. Renss                35-75 

Senior Shane Brozowski  playing defense 

#           Name                           Year             Height 

25 Joe Anderson-Ryan            Jr.                6’1” 

15 Mike Ballard                      Sr.                6’ 

3 Chris Britt                           Jr.               5’11” 

10 Shane Brozowski                Sr.              5’11” 

42 Brett Hart                            Sr.              6’5” 

21 Marque James                     Jr.              5’7” 

20 Wade Northrup                   Sr.              5’8” 

11 Kevin Nurse                        Sr.             6’1” 

5 Mico De Los Santos            Jr.             5’7” 

24 Zach Raynolds                     Sr.            6’3” 

30   Garrett Rodgers                   Sr.            5’10”         

Did You Know? 

T he 1989-1990 Rams are tied for 2nd in 

the NYSPHSAA Record Book for most 

team wins with 28. that same year they 

won the state  
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Temperature and Precip. Outlook Dec– Feb. 

February Averages: 

Date:          Average Hi      Average Lo   Mean Daily Temp 

2/1              32*                13*                22* 

2/2              32*                13*                22* 

2/3              32*                13*                23* 

2/4              32*                13*                23* 

2/5              32*                13*                23* 

2/6              33*                13*                23* 

2/7              33*                13*                23* 

2/8              33*                13*                23* 

2/9              33*                14*                23* 

2/10            33*                14*                23* 

2/11            33*                15*                24* 

2/12            33*                15*                24* 

2/13            34*                15*                24* 

2/18              35*                16*              26* 

2/19              35*                17*              26* 

2/20              35*                17*              26* 

2/21              36*                17*              26* 

2/22              36*                17*              27* 

2/23              36*                18*              27* 

2/24              37*                18*              27* 

2/25              37*                18*              28* 

Average Temps (Rensselaer, New York) 

By Month 

January Hi 31* Lo 13*          July Hi 82* Lo 60* 

February Hi 34* Lo 16*       August Hi 80* Lo 59* 

March Hi 44* Lo 25*           September Hi 72* Lo 50* 

April Hi 57* Lo 36*             October Hi 60* Lo 39* 

Weather Fact: 

The largest  24 hour temperature swing in 
North America happened in Chicago Ill. In 1911 
where the dropped 61* from 74* to 13* 

BroughttoyoubyChief
StudentMeteorologist
GaryHayes

Local Extremes For January 

Hi: 38* on January 5, 2009 

Lo: 3* on January 1, 2009 
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Ihavefriendswhoareal-

waysoffendingme,what

shouldIdo?

-User54

New Moon is the second book in the Twilight saga. This book is leaves 
you mesmerized every time you put it down. As a sequel to Twilight, you 
should probably read Twilight first. These books follow their story line 
and to understand the emotions in New Moon you will need the feelings 
from Twilight. 

 Some may be disappointed as they read New Moon expecting an-
other vampire packed action book, with many more trials and tribulation 
for Bella and Edward. With the absences of the vampires you don’t get 
that dream like world feel from New Moon. The mood is a little more 
stiff and controlled. Don’t let the lack of vampires turn you away from 
reading this book; it is just as moving and captivating as the first. 

 This book like, Twilight, is narrated by Bella. She finds that she is 
always comparing herself to Romeo and Juliet, without the death in the 
end. Meyers seems to be trying to get the point across that this is new 
kind of love. The same love Romeo and Juliet had but totally different all 
at the same time. 

 Bella’s emotions are definitely tested in this book. She is out 
through heart break. Her mind will never be the same. She is so upset her 
father even threatens to send her back to her mother. Bella will find com-
fort in Jacob. Jacob will be the stitches and sew her heart back together. 

 If you’re looking for the fantasy and excitement that you got from 
reading Twilight or just because you want to find a well written book, this is it. Read New Moon by Stephanie 
Meyers and you will not be disappointed. 
 

◘Sam Scully  

Ihave2friendswhoarereally

annoying…I’msoboredwith

theirlaughter…shouldIget

newfriends?

-Annoyedandfedup

Friends can be annoying, and they can drive you 

crazy sometimes. My suggestion is not to get new 

friends but simply stray from your recent ones for a 

while. It’s possible the reason they are such a nuisance 

is because you’ve been around them too much, the 

greatest way to be friends is to not spend every wak-

ing moment with them because they will get old. So 

don’t get new friends just take a break from these 

ones. 

-Senior Ashley Salvinski 

 

Try talking to them about what they’re doing, if they respond in 

a negative way, such as telling you they simply don’t care rid 

your self of them. They aren’t worth the sorrow, and probably 

don’t really value as a friend.  

-Senior Ashley Salvinski 
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D O E S  Y O U R  L O C K E R  

H A V E  W H A T  I T  

T A K E S ?  

Junior Schuyler Ogren was 
noticed by a member of 
The Ramblurr for her stu-
pendous locker. When it is 
open it can be noticed from 
the other end of the hall. It 
is highly organized and re-
flects a great deal of per-
sonal interest of Schuyler. 
Walking through the halls 
and catching a glimpse of 
her locker is a nice change 
in scenery.  

 

So our challenge to you 
readers is to design your 
locker to be as fabulous as 
possible. The conditions 
however are that the con-
tent of the locker’s door is 
appropriate for school.  


