
   

 

Once a journalism class headed by 12 grade English teacher Mr. Toney, The Ramblurr is 

now an extra-curricular activity. It presents students who are interested the opportunity to 

explore the world of Journalism and learn the way a paper is put together. In an interview 

Mr. Hoffman, head of the new Ramblurr stated, “A school paper is important for every 

school to have, it is the voice of the students.”  Expressing a grand knowledge to it’s 

readers. The Ramblurr also increases school pride in addition to relating with the new 

definition to the phrase RAM PRIDE. Respect. Attitude. Motivation. Purpose. Responsi-

bility. Integrity. Determination. Excellence. Every characteristic held by Ram Pride is 

one The Ramblurr carries very honorably. As has it is the first issue Mr. Hoffman said he 

was very excited to see it is release to the public.  

◘ Ashley Salvinski 

I T ’ S  B A C K ! ! ! ! ! !  

D W Y E R ’ S  P L A N S  F O R  R E C O N S T U C T I O N  O N  H O M E S  
D A M A G E D  I N  T H E  F L O O D  

Over the past five years Daniel Zukowski has owned and operated 12144.com, a web fo-
rum and portal where Rensselaer residents could share their concerns and ideas regarding 
the city. His main objective was to get Rensselaer residents involved in the community, 
working for progressive change. Some residents shared ideas of change, while others 
shared thoughts about the future. In many cases the Mayor was bashed for poor leader-
ship and overspending. After many years of fighting for progression Dan has decided to 
end his involvement in the community and move on in life. On the other hand, Rensse-
laer Mayor Daniel Dwyer says that he is working for progression through business and 
retail involvement an establishment within the city. His main project is to revitalize the 
city by establishing a downtown business district and riverfront walkway, which would 
eventually link Rensselaer to many neighboring towns. He says that the project would 
cost nearly 450 million dollars. Dwyer also stated that the project would be great for the 
city because it would bring in a lot of tax revenues, which in the long run would lower 
taxes on the residents. However, on the down side low income families would not be able 
to afford the costs of upscale living in an urban city. The project, entitled “de Laet’s 
Landing will be constructed in pre-organized phases. The first phase will include the con-
struction of more than 200 new residential units, 40,000 GSF of retail, and the creation of 
a new harbor and pier, which will be constructed in the shape of a crescent. UW Marx, 
the company that built Rensselaer’s  

>See page 7 for full story 
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A D V I C E  C O L U M N  
I like this boy, and I’ve known him sense 7th grade. I asked him 

out in both 7th and 8th grade but both of those times he rejected 

me. I think he likes me and everyone says we would make a 

good couple but he always rejects it. What should I do? He al-

ways flirts with me when we are walking down the hallway to-

gether. 3rd time’s the charm right? Do I ask him out? I’m con-

fused.—Chocolate Baby Cakes 107 

Chocolate Baby Cakes 107, It seems to me that he’s being a 

tease. I had experience similar to this situation, they acted as if 

they were interested in me. Finally I grew tired of the constant 

flirting and asked that person out, they turned me down. This 

boy that you like, loves to mess around with girls and if you al-

ready asked him out twice then you shouldn’t ask him out a 3rd 

time. He’s really not worth it, because it seems like he only 

wants one thing and then move on, so don’t do it. 
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“You are my musical 

soul mate.” -Norah 

This movie was alright. 

It did not make my list 

of favorite movies of all 

time, but you should 

still see it. It is funny 

and many can relate as 

it is more geared to an 

adolescent audience. 

The music is refreshing, 

as it is not the typical 

stuff they play in Holly-

wood movies. It’s 

based on a book! I had 

no idea. If I had a book 

report to write I would 

(hint, hint) look into 

reading it. 

Basically, the movie is 

about two strangers 

who happen to meet on 

a sleepless night full of 

coincidences and 

chaos, as they search 

for a secret concert ru-

mored to be in New 

York City. As these 

events unfold, Nick and 

Norah find that their 

taste in music draws 

them together. Music is 

a powerful force that 

should not be underes-

timated. 

Nick is still not over 

his ex, Tris (Miley 

Cyrus look-a-like), al-

though she is clearly 

over him, and at the 

outset of the movie, 

he is making her a 

mix CD (Road to Clo-

sure Volume 12). Tris 

attends school with 

Norah, so even be-

fore they personally 

meet, Nick and Norah 

are already linked. 

When Tris throws 

away the mix CD’s, 

Norah cannot help 

but retrieve them for 

herself. 

One thing I found en-

tertaining was their 

pursuit for “Fluffy.”  

As they found clues to 

the location of their 

favorite band 

(Where’s Fluffy?), I 

found myself becom-

ing more excited as 

they came closer to 

their target. I like the 

idea of a band having 

their fans hunt them 

down t prove their 

dedication. I was dis-

appointed however, 

that Nick and Norah did 

not stay for the show due 

to all the drama being 

caused by their exes. 

“Nick and Norah” stars 

Michael Cera as Nick, Kat 

Dennings as Norah, Alexis 

Dziena as Tris, and Ari 

Graynor as Caroline. It is 

rated PG-13 (for mature 

thematic material, includ-

ing teen drinking, sexual-

ity, language and crude 

behavior) and runs for 

about 1 hour 30 minutes. 

And with that, I finish with 

my final statement: Do 

not EVER, under any cir-

cumstance, share gum, 

not even with you best 

bud. 

◘ Paulene Balabala 

N I C K  A N D  N O R A H ’ S  I N F I N A T E  P L A Y L I S T  

T H E  R A M B L U R R  

Music is a 

powerful force 

that should not 

be 

underestimated 
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D E S S E R T  T H E A T E R  

The drama club this year is presenting some exciting new plays, 
Her Heart Belongs To Heartburn, The Plot to Assassinate the 
Chase Manhattan Bank, Murder at the Banquet, and Rollin’ in 
Dough in Mistletoe. 
 
○ HER HEART BELONGS TO HEARTBURN is a comedy about these 
three sisters Bertha Backbite Belinda Backbite and Mary Belle. 
Their father in his will left his Inn to Mary Belle without her know-
ing. Belinda and Bertha plan to illegally obtain the Inn until a man 
named Harry Heartburn arrives and accidentally and unknowingly 
ruins their plan 
 
○The Plot to Assassinate the Chase Manhattan Bank is a comedy 
about a desperate man named Wilbur Fuddle Jr. and his attempt 
to rob the Chase Manhattan Bank. 

 
○Murder at the Banquet is a murder mystery/comedy about a 
banquet held for the First Annual Hall of Fame for the Association 
of Mystery Solvers that ends up being the murdering place of Cap-
tain Nathan Wimberly head of the Association of Mystery Solvers 
and the place of death for 98year old mystery solver Agatha 
Preakness. Who was the murderer? Will he or she be caught?  
 
○Rollin’ in Dough in Mistletoe is a Christmas musical about the 
small town of Mistletoe. The evil villain Rolland N. Dough has an 
evil plot to ruin Christmas in that little town. Will he be stopped? 
Will the little town of Mistletoe have a ruined Christmas?  
Can anyone save them? Watch and find out. 

   ◘ Jordan Maya 

Nov. 21st and 

22nd 7pm 

M I D D L E  S C H O O L  N E W S  

8th Grade 
According to Ms. Murray, 8th 
grade Social Studies teacher, 
“the kids are settling into the 
new building nicely, and the be-
havior of students is excellent.”.  
There is a character education 
activity in the History and Eng-
lish classes. They are collecting 
canned goods for the food bank 
and honoring Paul Newman. 
There are boxes in the Middle 
School office and every Middle 
School classroom if you would 
like to donate. “They are good 
teachers in the Middle School 
and a lot of learning is going 
on.” comments 8th grader 
Jacob. 

7th Grade 
“Although a lot of kids are sick 
with colds, most of them behave 
really well,” says Mrs. Logan 7th 
grade Math teacher. The 7th 
graders went on a field trip to 
the Half-Moon and the U.S.S. 
Slater; there they had the privi-
lege of participating on whole 
tours of both ships. They 
learned that people lived on 
them and what types of people 
were on it and the purpose of 
each ship. The 7th graders are 
also working with BASF, to help 
design the Nature Preserve, as 
well as the SNAP (Seeing Alter-
natives Photographic) project. In 
May they will perform an art 
show. 

6th Grade 
On Nov. 21st the sixth 
graders are going to 
the Barnes and Noble 
Bookfair in Colonie 
Mall. They are also 
having an Ice-Cream 
Social for all students 
who completed their 
summer reading, 
“There are 140 of 
them,” brags Reading 
teacher Mrs. Grifferty 

◘ Waeya Lin 
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If anything our school has Ram Pride and to show it, we have 
sports with team players that express big blue. The  volleyball 
teams seem to have a lot of pride. Each team shows leadership, 
sportsmanship, and pride in the sport and in school.  
The J.V. team has a had an excellent year. Their record comes to 
11-3. The team has shown excellent listening skills and have 
shown that working together creates more positive feelings and 
images towards  each other. During homecoming week, the team 
beat Coxsackie and  Taconic Hills. They were both very intense 
games. Junior varsity thought that it was homecoming week and 
the best way to show pride was to win all the games in that week, 
and they accomplished that goal. All the practice and hard work 
that the team has accomplished since the middle of August is 
paying off greatly. 
    ◘ Alyssa Kelly 

has been a big part 
of the team this 
year. Marissa Men-
detta the goalie for 
more then half the 
season, she has 
made more then 25 
safes a game. An 
amazing record 
when asked for in-
put on the team, 
Laura Mendetta he 
mother, stated “We 
may not win every 
game but we play 
with all heart”. Ma-
rissa agreeing with 
her mom com-
ments, “The team 

Everyone on the 
girls’ varsity soccer 
team has played 
very well this year, 
and has improved 
greatly. Although 
the season thus 
far is 1 and 10, we 
are proud of our 
varsity soccer 
rams. The only 
game won in the 
season was at the 
home field of Do-
ane Stewart 3-1. 
All three goals 
made by Captain 
Stephanie 
Schumaker, who 

has a lot of energy off 
the field, so maybe it’ll 
help us on the field, and 
then the team would be 
better”. 
 ◘ Melanie Tobin 

R E N S S E L A E R  R A M S  V A R S I T Y  S O C C E R  

1 S T  I S S U E  

A trick of the trades. Here 

a soccer player bounces a 

ball on the front of her 

foot. 

R E N S S E L A E R  R A M S  V O L L Y B A L L  T E A M  

Working 

together 

creates more 

positive 

feelings and 

images towards 

each other. 
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#     Name          Class                               

53 Tyler Bishop               Freshman                      

86 Chris Britt                   Sophomore                     

65 Jason Brown              Sophomore 

7   Shane Brozowski       Senior                  

42 Nate Butler                 Junior 

80 Tom Collins                 Sophomore                

25 Mico De Los Santos   Junior 

60 Todd DeLuke              Junior 

34 Paul Dominy             Sophomore             

62 Zach Duboy                Senior 

10 Timmy Foust               Sophomore               

55 Cody Gabriel               Senior 

24 Jashem Hamilton       Junior 

89 Brett Hart                    Senior 

33 Marque James            Junior 

22 Elijah Jevons               Senior             

70 Keith McElroy             Sophomore          

19 Wade Northrup           Senior 

88 Zach Reynolds            Senior 

67 Josh Rider                   Senior 

78 Garrett Rogers            Senior 

50 James Salvinski          Sophomore              

6   Tyler Sanford              Senior 

32 Phil Sayers                 Sophomore                

43 Anthony Witford         Senior 

The Rensselaer Rams where previously undefeated at the 

start of the game (4-0)The Rams went on to win by a score 

of 46-0. In the first quarter the rams went scoreless as did 

the Witches of Greenwich. The first score was provided by 

Nate Butler with a 58 Yard Run the rams added 20 more 

points with Touchdowns by Zach Reynolds, Mico De Los 

Santos and Jashem Hamilton. The Rams defense got into 

the scoring spirit with Jashem Hamilton scoring on a 47 

yard fumble recovery, then again with a 73 yard intercep-

tion by Nate  Butler in the 4th quarter fallowed by a 11 yard 

Jashem Hamilton to conclude the Rensselaer scoring attack. 

Play Of The Game: 75 Yard Screen pass from S. Brozowski 

to M. De Los Santos. 

With the win the Rams clinch the Class D South Title and 

for the first time since 1992 the Rams start 5-1.  

      ◘ Gary Hayes 

Homecoming 

2008 

9/6/08    @   Bishop Gibbons            (24-16) 

9/12/08  Vs. Spa Catholic                  (43-7) 

9/19/08  Vs. Canajoharie                   (30-8) 

9/27/08  @  Fort Edward                   (47-17) 

10/3/08  Vs. Greenwich                     (46-0) 

10/10/08 Vs. Warrensburg                 (46-0) 

10/17/08 @ Lake George                   (22-23) 

10/25/08 @ Whitehall                        2 PM 

(Playoffs) 

10/31/08 Vs. Warrensburg                 7 PM 

11/7/08   Vs. TBA  

R E N S S E L A E R  R A M S  V A R S I T Y  F O O T B A L L  
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 > Continued from page 1  

k-12 facility will be in charge of the build. Mayor Dwyer says 
that the Troy based company is a great asset to the city. Original 
plans call for phase one to be complete by 2010, marking Henry 
Hudson’s Quadricentennial up the river that now bears his 
name. Phase two will mark the construction of upscale living, 
office space and mid-rise housing within the square. Mayor 
Dwyer recently stated, “I’ve been working for close to a year to 
try to get FedEx Ground to put a distribution site down 
here….,” going on to say that he has other plans that he is cur-
rently working on to improve the stature of the city. However, 
Dwyer said, “There’s one other plan that I’m working on right 
now and I can not get into it because it’s still in negotiations, 
but that’s going to bring a lot of money in to the city.” Dwyer 
believes that Rensselaer is ready for big business. However, the 
city is currently in an economic crisis of their own. Dwyer said 
that he recently borrowed 1.3 million dollars from the bank to 
pay overdue water bills to the city of Troy. He also said that 
money will need to be spent to fix the damages left behind from 
the recent flooding of the Quakenderry Creek. In response to 
the flooding Mayor Dwyer said, “We had a meeting with out-
side communities and when they do any construction what they 
call holding ponds have to be enlarged almost four times the 
present size otherwise we’re going to have the same situation 
happen again.” Mayor Dwyer concludes by saying that the 
creek it’s self has to be concreted and widened by at least 8 feet 
and constructed to be 8 feet tall. However, he says that the city 
currently does not have the money to make the adjustments 
which are badly needed. If these adjustments are not made in 
the near future Dwyer believes that the creek may flood again. 
On a monthly basis Mayor Dwyer says that the city spends 
5,000 dollars to heat the old city hall buildings, which the city 
vacated last year. Currently room is being made to move the 
courts in to the new city hall on Columbia Street. Recently the 
Rensselaer Police Department made a move of their own in to 
the vacated Postal Service building on Broadway. Dwyer says 
that the re-locations of city buildings will save the city thou-
sands of dollars a year in heating and utility costs. However, 
with many plans for the future and current projects in place, 
Mayor Dwyer does not have the money for top priority con-
cerns. He says that one of his main concerns is the seniors who 
live in the northern end of the city. Response times for emer-
gency services have been extremely cut and he plans on having 
a North End Fire Station built by the spring of next year. 

◘ Dave Ellis 

Dan Dwyer Mayor of Rensselaer up 

for re-election.  
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As we all know there is a great debate going on in our country. That debate is the Presidential 
election of this November, 2008. We all know that running for the republicans is Senator John 
McCain and his running mate Sarah Palin. Running for the democrats is Senator Barack 
Obama and his running mate Joe Biden. Recently this race has been turning into quite the con-
troversy. As of 10/9/2008 Obama was ahead of McCain by 4% in the polls, but aside from the 
slight lead, the polls are nearly even. Many large population states were won by Obama in pre-
liminary elections, so he has quite a few of the votes tied up, but McCain has won far more 
states in the preliminaries, which gives him quite a total also. So, now it’s a race to the finish 
for both candidates where they are trying to gain every advantage possible. The press is point-
ing out Obama’s possible connection with a member of the radical Weather Underground 
group. Then again, the press is also pointing to McCain’s possible participation in the 1980’s 
corrupt “Keating five.” Both candidates were of course innocent by their saying. 
 
Both candidates pose a huge threat in the eyes of many Americans though. For, if either one 
wins then history will be made overnight, not only with the political and social changes they 
plan to bring either. If the republicans turn out victorious then for the first time in history a 
woman will be the acting Vice President who would take over in the event of the President’s 
demise. However if the democrats win, an African American will be the President of our coun-
try for the first time in our history. 
 
The hardest part about voting for many Americans is that both candidates seem so able to lead 
our nation. McCain is a seasoned war veteran with decades of experience in leading men. 
Obama is a fresh face for many Americans with a promise of change and a brighter tomorrow. 
Both candidates have plans to get over the numerous crises we as a people are in, largely being 
our economy, healthcare systems, and our various wars. The final issue most Americans voted 
huge, our varied wars, the candidates essentially agree on. Both agree that our troops should be 
brought home, but the times they stated differ. McCain said we should stay in the Middle East 
until they are able to support themselves in a democracy. Obama laid out a plan that would 
have all troops home by the summer of 2010. But residual force would remain to perform spe-
cific, peace-minded missions in Iraq. 

>See  page 9 for full story  
 

P R E S I D E N T I A L  
E L E C T I O N  

Left Senator John 

McCain 

Right Senator Barack 

Obama 



 9 

 

>Continued from page 8 
This November as a nation we must decide who our next President will be. Either way, democ-
rat or republican, history will be made. Encourage everyone you know over the age of 18 to 
get educated on the issues that matter to them, get out there, and vote. We need a solution to 
the crisis our country is in. Who do you think can solve our problems? 

◘ Hannah Brady 

In the 1930’s the United States entered a ter-
rible depression caused by a “crash” in the 
Stock Market. Thousands were left homeless 
as banks failed and money was no longer dis-
tributed as freely. It is now 2008 and this 
country has moved beyond the possibilities 
of a depression…or has it. Recently the 
Stock Market is in turmoil. In order to stop 
our economy from falling into a similar de-
pression, congress passed the Emergency 
Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 com-
monly known as “The Bailout” which allows 
the government to step in and purchase dis-
tressed assets. The act, proposed by President 
George W. Bush is also supported by rival 
candidates  John McCain and Barack 
Obama. 
 
A potential negative effect of the Bailout 
would be an increase in taxes to cover gov-
ernment spending on the distressed bank as-
sets. A minor outcry has erupted over this is-
sue which brings to mind an important de-
bate: Higher taxes or an unstable economy. 
Many people complain about how high taxes 
are now. While the bailout may save our 
economy now, the increased taxes may hurt 
the economy further down the road. Debates 
over the bailout still continue in congress 

◘ Dan Mann 

Pittsburg Post-Gazette  

Cartoonist Rob Rogers 

B A I L O U T  G O O D  O R  B A D ?  
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The question outwardly expressed by students this year re-

turning to their regal hall of knowledge was the following, 

“Why is there a random picture of George Washington on 

the wall?”. An answer I’m now delighted to share with our 

readers. Apparently an opportunity emerged that intro-

duced the portrait, any school principle who writes a letter 

on a school letter head and sends it to Ann Bay associate 

director for education; could not only receive not only the 

beautiful reproduction of Rembrandt Peale’s painting of 

our first president as well as an American Flag that had 

flown over Mt. Vernon. Dr. Dawkins caught word of this 

opportunity from English 11 teacher Mrs. Wright who is 

apart of the National Society of the Daughters of Revolu-

tion, Dr. Dawkins was delighted at the news and jumped at 

the opportunity.  

Now that we all are aware of where it came from, I have a 

question for the readers. Did you know that it is against the 

law to not have a picture of the first president George 

Washington in our school? Yes, a law passed in 1939 

which mandated every classroom must have a picture of 

the founding father of America. Something which our 

school lacked and has now gained back.  

Fly high Ram Pride. 

◘Ashley Salvinski 

 

George Washington, by Rem-

brandt Peale. Now in the hallway 

between the auditorium and the 

music rooms. 
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Mr. Hoffman Ashley Salvinski Dave Ellis Dan Mann 

Chyna Desroisers  Octavia Gales Hannah Brady Jordan Maya 

Gary Hayes Alyssa Kelly Sam Scully Melanie Tobin 
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Waeya Lin  Ceria Dominy  Paulene Balabala Phil Balabala 

On December 11, Mrs. Wright the English 11 and 12th 

grade teacher is holding an informational meeting regard-

ing the idea of beginning the Literary Magazine again. 

Grades 6-12 are welcome, any well written elementary 

piece is accepted as well. We are looking for any poetry, 

short stories, or art work. Submit them to Mrs. Wright as 

the date approaches.  

In the next issue of The Ramblurr there will be a com-

plaint corner. Submissions should be made to Dan Mann, 

Ashley Salvinski, or Mr. Hoffman. The complaints should 

be honest complaints about numerous things. Com-

plaints of other students and/or teachers will not be 

printed. As well as any complaint that may discourage 

Ram Pride. 

Letters to the editor will also be ac-

cepted. Just a column of opinionated 

articles of issues concerning the stu-

dents. 

 Another special part of next month’s 

issue is the focus on a specific student 

and their positive characteristics. Some-

one who stands out in the field that they 

participate in, and the personal atti-

tudes towards others. 
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Every Friday, there is some big event one which has people talking all week, one that 

attracts the most attention and the most encouragement. Every Friday this event is 

typically a football game or a basketball game depending on the season.  Yes it is a 

great talent to be able to excel at these particular sports, however no one gives any 

consideration to the kids not on the field or out on the court.  Every year two events 

take place, one in the fall and one in the spring. The week before Thanksgiving, Des-

sert Theater performs a show, and then in the Spring typically April a musical is also 

performed. In large schools it is typical that kids stay in their comfort zone, how-

ever it is a small school we all attend and many times it is the theater that brings all 

the different groups together on one stage.  

Often times people disregard the drama club as anything, a group of students who 

couldn’t play sports so they went and tried out for the low budget play. Yes the 

drama club doesn’t have the best budget, and yes a lot of the students can not play a 

sport. That does not however dismiss the talent possessed by every actor and ac-

tress on stage, not to mention the students who work the stage. A magnificent te-

chie, Dave Ellis ridden with talent, often goes unrecognized. 

Another group that is easily dismissed is the music department. If it weren’t for Ms. 

Sheldon and Mr. Lang conducting two concerts every year the school would not even 

glance at the thought of music being a giant part of the students lives. 

My point in these rants is there are other things worth looking at. Drama Club,  and 

music. Sports rule Rensselaer High and while our Rams do a fantastic job against 

other schools, credit should also be given to the not so popular things. Because there 

is talent in places other then the locker room. 

◘ Ashley Salvinski 
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