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Salvinski and “Horton 
the Elephant” played by 
Daniel Mann, while oth-
ers tried to get as close 
to the Grinch, played by 
Mr. Robinson, as possi-
ble. One little boy in par-
ticular actually ran from 
Samantha Scully, Shane 
Browzoski, and Garret 
Rogers who played the 
antagonizing Wicker-
shams. Needless to say 
many enjoyed it. 
 On the night of 
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 Last year it was    
Aladdin J.R., this year 
the Spring Musical, the 
biggest theater event 
Rensselaer presents each 
year was, Seussical: The 
Musical. Under the di-
rection of Jim Myer the 
greatest amount of stu-
dents to ever be involved 
danced their way on and 
off stage  for three nights 
receiving a standing ova-
tion each time and 
breaking yet again box 
office records.  
 The seats were 
packed, and naturally so 
was the parking lot. 
When word reached the 
cast many rushed to the 
door just to settle the 
rumors. Characters from 
the musical poked their 
heads out the door gaz-
ing in awe at the amount 
of cars in the parking lot. 
“Guys it’s full!”, 
shrieked  Bird Girl 
Emily Dixon.  
 Those who  
hadn’t caught view of 
the parking lot witnessed 
the magnitude of people 
in the audience when 
they appeared on stage. 
“There’s people on the 
floor,” whispers back 
stage fueled the already 
excited actors making a 
better performance.  
 Former musical 
director, Deanna Stickles 
commented, “The ex-
citement and energy 
from the cast helped to 
make the show much 
more enjoyable”.   
  Not only was the 
amount of people in the 
audience a surprise, but 
so was the amount of 

people that were in the 
show. Senior drama club 
member Daniel Mann 
recalls his reaction to the 
cast list, “There were so 
many people, I was sur-
prised . The number of 
Middle School kids out-
weighed the number of 
High School kids.” 
 According to au-
dience member Erik 
Carey, “The show was a 
fantastic display of talent   
that truly showcased the 
potential of our students 
in the art of musical 
theater.”   
 After the show 
audience members were 
invited to meet the  
Characters. Some 
swarmed the “Cat in the 
Hat” played by Ashley 
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the last show the Sen-
iors, who make up a 
great deal of the Drama 
Department, were rec-
ognized for their partici-
pation in the Drama 
Club. Juniors Alexis 
Thompson and Hannah 
Brady presented Shane 
Browzoski, Shanta 
Hamilton, Daniel Mann,  
Jordan Maya, Garrett 
Rogers, Ashley Salvin-
ski, and Samantha 
Scully with a rose and a 
Seuss book titled “Oh 
the places you’ll go”.   
 It was an emo-
tional moment espe-
cially for some of the 

Seniors who have 
been  
a part of the Drama 
Department from 
their Middle School 
days. Daniel Mann 
who has been a part 
of the Drama De-
partment since the 
7th grade, has par-
ticipated in 5 con-
secutive musicals 
and 8 plays. Al-
though there was a 
great deal of tears, 
Daniel Mann didn’t 
shed one. It was later 
reported that he 
“almost did, but I 
knew I’d look like a  

> S E U S S I C A L  C O N T I N U E D . . .  

S P I R I T  W E E K  A T  A  C L O S E  

wimp “.   
 Breaking 
records, losing a 
vast 
majority of the 
Drama Department, 
and gaining new 
friends, Seussical 
the Musical made 
its mark in Rensse-
laer High School. 
When it was all at 
an end, Ms Sklar 
commented saying 
“it was worth the 
blood sweat and 
tears you guys put 
into it”. 

◘ Ashley Salvinski Seussical Seniors, Photo courtesy 
of : Alexis Thompson 

During the week of the 2nd to the 6th of  March, a 
rivalry was fought unlike any other this school 
has ever seen. That was the new spirit week 
which our school was trying on for size. But why 
the sudden interest in school spirit this year? The 
Ramblurr turned to Mrs. Connor to find out. 
When asked why she had wanted to start the 
RAM PRIDE slogan she said that the students 
needed something to rally behind. “The idea came 
from our previous motto, but more meaning was 
put into it.” This is the reasoning behind the new 
acrostic phrase which gives each letter a mean-
ing . When asked about spirit week Mrs. Connor 
said “That was my idea, I brought it to the charac-
ter education committee and they agree that stu-
dents who have an interest in their school will do 
better in classes.” The character education com-
mittee thought the outcome of such a week would 
be {of course} participation, and fun for the stu-
dents, as well as increased attendance. They all  

agreed the spirit week went rather well, and another 
one is scheduled for next year. Due to the penny 
wars competition our school raised $1651.88 for the 
Make a Wish foundation. What were the final 
scores? Freshmen ended up with 1475 points, next 
came sophomores with 2380 points. In second came 
seniors with 2465 points and winning the spirit tro-
phy was the junior class with 2620 points. It was by 
no means a blow out for any team as you can see by 
the scores. The competition was neck-and-neck the 
whole time, right up to the final game of the pep 
rally. Congratulations to the winners and to all of 
those who participated. You all showed great RAM 
PRIDE! 
 

◘ Hannah Brady 

Triumphant Juniors per-
forming their class song  
to the tune of Prince of 
Bel-Air  

Photo Courtesy of Mrs. 
Stasack  
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 Plans for the Hudson – Ful-
ton – Champlain Quadricentennial 
are well in the making, as Henry 
Hudson’s historic arrival date be-
gins to rapidly approach. Last 
March, Robert Bullock, Director of 
the Quadricentennial Commission 
said that these historic happenings 
are being aimed at leaving many 
impressions, especially on young-
sters for many years to come. 
 In present times, Dutch his-
torians say that Hudson and his men 
found the region to be a good place 
for cod-fishing and fur trading. 

H U D S O N  Q U A D R I C E N T E N N I A L    

The Halve Maen, pronounced 

Half Moon 

The region was filled with a 
great array of flora and 
fauna populations. The area 
was said to be a “natural 
abundance.” However, Hud-
son’s perception of the area 
would only weaken the 
hopes of finding a sought 
for Passage to the Orient. 
The Hudson River began to 
narrow and turn shallow as 
the vessel made its journey 
up the winding waters. The 
Halve Maen (commonly 
pronounced Half Moon) it 
self could only make its 
voyage as far as present-day 
Albany. Crewmen would 
search even further North, 
eventually making it to pre-
sent-day  

Cohoes on a small wooden sloep they 
called Hopewell. The Northwest Passage 
would never be found and the Hudson 
River would never lead the way. Though 
the news was heart aching for the Dutch 
East India Company, crews would quickly 
return to the North, where trade would 
flourish once more. 
 In 1624 a group of French-speaking 
Walloons, Protestant refugees from the 
Spanish sailed to present-day Albany. The 
group would later construct Fort Orange, 
the noble name in honor of Maurice, Prince 
of Orange. At the time, Dutch colonization 
in New York State drastically increased to 
an all time high. New York State’s history 
was finally beginning to take shape. 
 Today, history is in the making yet 
again as both New York State and the 
Netherlands collide to celebrate Henry 
Hudson’s 400th anniversary up the river 
that now bears his name. In June, River 
Day will take place, an annual celebration 
to encourage boaters to take to the waters 
and discover the true beauty of the Hudson 
River ecology. Celebratory sails will begin 
in New York harbor on Friday, June 5, 
2009 with stops along the river each day. 
The Replica Ship Half Moon, which is 
owned and operated by the New Nether-
land Museum, will be one of the most rec-
ognized vessels on the Hudson River as it 
makes its way from New York Harbor to 
Albany. On Saturday, June 13, 2009 at 
12:30 the Half Moon will arrive at the Al-
bany Pump Station. During this time period 
the ship will prepare for an interesting sea-
son of sailing and tours. Captain William 
T. “Chip” Reynolds and his crew of volun-
teer enthusiasts will be working hard this 
summer. Throughout the winter months the 
Half Moon underwent extensive mainte-
nance and repairs at Scarano Boat Building 
in the Port of Albany. On Sunday, March 
27, 2009 the Replica Ship Half Moon re-
turned to the waters of the Hudson River. 
Hudson’s Replica ship has been sailing on 
the Hudson River for 20 years, providing 
insight into the lives of Captain Henry 
Hudson and his crew. This sailing season 
the Half Moon will have many new cur-
riculum topics for students to learn about. 
These topics will range from Native 
American importance to plants and ani-
mals. A list of Quadricentennial events 
may be found online by clicking on http://
exploreny400.com or http://
halfmoon.mus.ny.us.us  
 

◘ David Ellis 
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 An inspiration to all. To follow her, is to follow a path for the good of 
this world. This person I speak of is Mrs. Wright, not only a breast cancer 
survivor but a teacher as well. She teaches English for the High School as 
well as promotes breast cancer awareness  all year round. The time of year 
when she really shines is the time “Relay for Life” begins, a race sponsored 
by the American Cancer Society. This race is to help raise money for cancer 
awareness and the search for a cure for this horrible affliction that has be-
fallen many Americans.  
 In the Relay, your team takes turns walking the track and as long as 
at least a member of your team remains on the track your team raises 
money. “Relay for Life” is a race that doesn’t require athletes of any kind, it 
requires the heart and passion to fight for a cure and to keep hope alive. 
The winner of the race is the person or team that can raise the greatest 
amount of money. Relay is an overnight event that everyone enjoys. There 
are games, contests, and what many believe to be the most beautiful and 
sacred of things the Luminary Ceremony that honors those who have been 
overcome by cancer over the years.  
 This ceremony and the Relay in itself bring everyone closer together, 
and for those 12 hours we truly are one person fighting for one common 
cause; to find a permanent cure for cancer of all kinds, and save the lives 
of those afflicted with this unruly disease. 
 So please join Mrs. Wright and myself for the Relay for Life and help 
find the cure. The team this year lead by Mrs. Wright goes by the title of 
Wright’s Rockin’ Knights, and this year’s Relay for Life will take place at the 
Joe Bruno Stadium in May.  
 

◘Erik Carey 
 

A N  I N F O R M A T I V E  A R T I C L E  A B O U T  

R E L A Y  A N D  A  T R I B U T E  T O  O U R  OW N  
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Tardiness to class is blamed on a great deal of things, a teacher stopped 
you to talk, you couldn’t get your locker open, or the most popular people just 
wouldn’t move out of the way. It is well known the degree of hallway congestion 
this school suffers, and for those of you who don’t know pull up a seat. 

For the past 7 years of my days of no longer walking in a straight line I’ve 
learned that the hallway becomes congested in between classes. Avoiding it and 
maneuvering your way around it, an art form. For whatever reason people feel the 
need to stand dead center of the hallway and for the most part in a giant circle 
in the smack dab middle of the hallway disabling the rest of us to get to and 
from classes, and enabling tardiness to occur on our otherwise “flawless” records. 

 It has affected even the teachers and some understand the tardiness. Of-
ten they themselves have found it difficult to get through the mob of people. 
They, however, have a power we do not; the power to tell hallway cloggers to 
move with out being disrespected, and the power to, if disrespect does occur, 
write something up on them resulting in trouble for that particular individual.  

Or maybe there could be laws in the hallway like there are while driving. 
How about directionals, because how many times have you been cut off because 
someone had turned into a class room, or lanes even? Yes there are some sorts of 
lanes already going on but they need to be more unified. You nearly get murdered 
trying to get to a class room or a locker. 

Perhaps these ideas are completely far fetched and out of the realm of 
possibility, actually there is no perhaps, they are, but something should still be 
done. The hallway needs something to stop the congestion. I don’t mean like hall 
monitors, but people should quit stopping in the middle of the hallway creating a 
big fuss and hallway congestion. That’s all I’m saying. 

 
◘Ashley Salvinski 



6 

R A M S  W E A T H E R  

Brought to you by Chief  Student 

Meteorologist Gary Hayes 

Local Extremes For April, 2009 

Hi: 90* on April 28, 2009 

Lo: 32* on April 24, 2009 

Weather Fact: A Hi of 101 

degrees was recorded in   

Rensselaer on June 15, 1995 

Temperature and Precip. Outlook Feb– Apr. 

May Averages: 

Date:          Average Hi      Average Lo   Mean Daily Temp 

5/1              65*                43*                41* 

5/2              65*                43*                42* 

5/3              66*                43*                42* 

5/4              66*                44*                43* 

5/5              67*                44*                43* 

5/6              67*                45*                43* 

5/7              68*                45*                44* 

5/8              68*                45*                44* 

5/9              68*                46*                45* 

5/10            69*                46*                45* 

5/11            69*                46*                45* 

5/12            70*                47*                46* 

5/13            70*                47*                46* 

5/18              72*                49*              48* 

5/19              72*                49*              49* 

5/20              73*                49*              49* 

5/21              73*                50*              50* 

5/22              73*                50*              50* 

5/23              73*                51*              50* 

5/24              74*                51*              51* 

5/25              74*                51*              51* 

5/26              74*                51*              52* 

5/27              75*                51*              52* 

5/28              75*                52*              52*  

Year      Average High Average Lo  Average Temp.  Departure From year Before  

2001         59*                40*                50*             

2002         59*                40*                50*                             0% 

2003         57*                38*                48*                            -4% 

2004         57*                39*                48*                             0% 

2005         59*                40*                50*                            +4% 

2006         60*                41*                51*                            +2% 
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Okay, Dan Mann so you're the guy who 
publishes the complaints? Well boy do I 
have a complaint for you. I think that they 
should make us take Government as a 
freshman; while it is their first year of 
High School, and they’re still pretty 
scared  about their surroundings and the 
older classmen, I feel if given the class our 
freshmen year I would have succeeded so 
much more. They should make Govern-
ment their history for that year then Global 
History for the next two years and finish-
ing off with U.S. History for their senior 
year. Now I am fully aware that Global 
History and U.S. History have regents ex-
ams, but couldn’t the school say when they 
wanted their students learning the curricu-
lum? I just feel that as a Senior Govern-
ment is a hassle on top of all the other stuff 
we have to do. With tasks like applying to 
colleges and getting other classes work on 
time, Government just pours more stress on 
the mountain of stress that’s constantly 
building. It's like having beets with sauer-
kraut on top, a lot to maintain. So my 
complaint is why cant they change the 
way things are ordered. 

My reply to this is simple. I agree with 

you on many notes with very few dis-

agreements. In fact to add to your argu-

ment I must bring up the dreaded Com-

munity Service. Many seniors have very 

busy schedules, deadlines, Seminars and 

some students who have classes such as 

C.E.I.P., which is only offered to seniors 

and occasionally gifted juniors, have very 

little time to even do Mr. Toney's vocab. 

Meanwhile the freshmen usually aren’t 

as loaded up time wise. Also, introducing 

Community values early on will help the 

student become a better person for the 

rest of their high school years. Then 

there's the Economics part. Many stu-

dents don’t really care about the econ-

omy simply because they do not care 

about it. Students would be much more 

interested if they knew what was going 

on. On the negative side of your argu-

ment are of course the evil Regents Ex-

ams. No Government does not have a re-

gents but if you change the order of the 

classes then suddenly you have a regents 

during your senior year. Senior year is 

commonly known for being a very laid 

back year with no regents exams, and few 

remaining graduation requirements. This 

plan has the potential to either save Sen-

iors of destroy them. Still with an existing 

concept of Government and Economics, 

maybe those exams would be a bit easier. 

Hello readers, this is Dan Mann, keeper of the complaint 

corner. Once again I have a complaint from a student 

about an important issue. This month’s complaint is from a 

student who wishes to remain nameless so we'll call him/

her Senior X. They write:  
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S A M U R A I   

 S U D O K U  

H A R D  S U D O K U S  
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Dear Erik, School 

is coming to an 

end and there is 

so much work on 

my plate, it’s pa-

per after paper. 

How am I sup-

posed to deal with 

school and enjoy 

my last few 

weeks? 

Anonymous 101 

W I T H   A  W O R D  

F R O M  A S H L E Y  

Dear Erik... 

Dear Anonymous 101,  

I have seen this problem in many Seniors and I myself am dealing 
with it as well. To combat this problem I have just done my work and 
made more time for my friends. Relax take it easy and enjoy your 
final days with your friends.  

- Erik 

Anonymous, I’ve found that as a Senior it was a waste of time regret-
ting the end. My advice just take the work bit by bit, Mrs. Wright 
who you’ll have or already had always says eat an elephant bite by 
bite. As for enjoying your last few weeks forget it is and live like it’ll 
never end, you don’t want your last memories of this year be full of 
the fear you had that it would be over.  

-Ashley 

Dear Erik, I have come to 

you with a problem that 

I hope beyond hope, 

you’ll be able to solve. 

Me and this girl have 

been going out for sev-

eral months but in 2 

weeks She’s moving 

back to Arkansas, and 

her old crush lives there. 

She wants to still go 

out and have a long 

distance relationship 

and so do I but, how do I 

know if she is being 

faithful? Please help! 

Dear Reader, I believe “if you can love you can trust”, 

and if that’s the case with you two then my advice to 

you is to have a long distance relationship. They 

hardly work out but who knows maybe you can 

change that.  

- Erik 

Reader, I think you should try it at the very least. It 

could work out and no one ever knows. Just be warned 

you could get hurt, if your relationship with her is 

strong then go for it but remember a few months only 

measures how long you’ve been together it is no meas-

urement to the strength. It’s all in your heart  

- Ashley 


