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RENSSELAER, NEW YORK    -   JUNE 2009 

MORE NEWS 

UPCOMING 

Riverfront 

development 

project at a 

stand still?/ 13 

INDEX READ IT EVERYWHERE 

The Rensselaer Ramblurr is now available 

online! Read It Everywhere by visiting    

http://rhsramblurr.wordpress.com today! 

Doane Stuart Making Progress 

School slated to open this 

coming September 

By  Dave Ellis 

Assistant Editor In Chief 

The Doane Stuart School 

which is located in Al-

bany, New York is cur-

rently getting ready to 

move into a new home. 

Last year the school pur-

chased the abandoned 

Van Rensselaer Elemen-

tary School from the 

Rensselaer City School 

District. Renovations 

began this year and will 

be complete when the 

doors open this Septem-

ber. Pictures of the Do-

ane Stuart renovation 

project can be found 

online at: doanestu-

art.org. The new school 

will expand on learning 

by providing Science labs 

and libraries, many of 

which are nearing com-

pletion. Dr. Enemark 

recently said, “We are 

extremely excited about 

our new home.” The 

building which is 
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117,000-square-feet is a 

Georgian Revival building, 

with Art Deco influences. 

Built in the 1930s, with a 

large addition constructed 

in 1995, the school’s new 

home offers a wonderful 

blend of old and new. 

Blueprints show that the 

outer structure of the 

building will undergo ma-

jor renovations as well. 

Plans are in the works for 

constructing new athletic 

fields as well as areas 

where children may relax 

outside. The front of the 

building will be land-

scaped with trees, 

benches, shrubs, and a 

water fountain as the cen-

terpiece of the atmos-

phere. The 24-acre prop-

erty is easily accessible 

from I-90 east and west, 

providing a strong visual 

presence from the high-

way.  

 

PICTURES from the Do-

ane Stuart School can be 

found on the Ramblurr 

website. 

Best wishes to the Class of 2009! 

Take your knowledge with you on 

your future endeavors.  

Copyright 2009 The Rensselaer Ramblurr | 25 VanRensselaer Drive | Rensselaer, New York 12144                        100% recyclable paper             

SCHOOL 

HS Hypnotism 

On May 21st 2009 comic hypno-

tist Michael Ray performed at 

Rensselaer High School. /8 

ISSUE 5 

SPORTS 

Softball Season 

The Varsity Softball team takes 

to the field once more. /11 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Commemoration 

Celebrating the voyages of Hud-

son, Fulton, and Champlain. /9 

“Up” The Movie 

Learn what friendships and rela-

tionships are all about in this 3D 

theatrical film. /6 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

ENTERTAINMENT 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Take a look inside for more 

news stories from the Rensse-

laer High School Ramblurr >> 
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RAMBLURR STAFF: 

 Ashley Salvinski        Dave Ellis 

     Erik Carey 

Ashley Salvinski, you will truly be missed next year. I enjoyed working 

with you on the Ramblurr staff. Your efforts to re-establish our school 

newspaper has lead to many compliments and kudos. I have learned 

quite a bit when it comes down to publishing an accurate and interesting 

school newspaper. I will never forget the meetings when deadlines were 

not met. However, our blood and pain has lead to much success. I wish 

you the best of luck in your future endeavors. Enjoy life while it lasts!  

             Best wishes, Dave Ellis 

Weather Forecasts provided by: Accuweather.com / WeatherBug.com 

  Hannah Brady   Melanie Tobin 

 Paulene Balabala 

Wed. 6/10 Thurs. 6/11 Fri. 6/12 

Hi: 68°  

Lo: 57°  

Hi: 69°  

Lo: 57°  

Hi: 76°  

Lo: 56°  

Hi: 75°  

Hi: 55°  

Hi: 76°  

Hi: 55°  

Hi: 75°  

Hi: 55°  

Sat. 6/13 Sun. 6/14 Mon. 6/15 
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A YEAR IN PHOTOS (BARELY…) 

These are random pictures of random times throughout the 2008-2009 school year. We do have many more pictures 

from the year. However, we only have so much space to use up within our print edition of the Ramblurr. Plans are cur-

rently in the works to add many of these pictures to the Ramblurr website. If you have a picture that you feel is worthy of 

submission, feel free to send it our way! Contact information is located on page 2. 
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EDITORIAL 

Contracting Catastrophe 

What went wrong in the 

construction process 

By  Ashley Salvinski 

Editor In Chief 

Is it just me or does this 

establishment have more 

issues than a new school 

is supposed to have? I 

mean be honest, how 

many problems have we 

had this past year and a 

half  while we have occu-

pied this school?  Let’s 

flashback, shall we? It 

was the first day back 

from break, the year was 

2008, and the location 

was Mr. Pitanello’s 

homeroom. We were 

eagerly awaiting the bell 

to ring so we could mosey 

onto our first class of the 

day, when we noticed a 

puddle in the back of the 

room. The answer was 

beyond us, how was wa-

ter getting into our new 

school? It wasn’t long 

before we realized that 

the window was built 

faulty and the rain was 

seeping in through the 

crack between the win-

dow and the window 

frame. Day one in the 

new school homeroom 

accomplished, and there 

was a puddle of water in 

the math room. Once 

homeroom was dis-

missed we found buckets 

scattered around the 

the gymnasium gathering 

water from the, NEW, 

leaky ceiling. I don’t ex-

actly recall what the gym 

teachers had us do for 

that day, but I’m almost 

certain we were made to 

play in the other gym. So 

far, day one in the new 

school,  homeroom and 

gym accomplished with a 

puddle of rain in the 

math room and buckets 

collecting rain in the 

gymnasium. As the year 

progressed many prob-

lems were discovered 

with our new school. The 

baseball field wasn’t fin-

ished so our teams were 

forced to play on fields 

that weren’t ours.  When 

we had home games our 

guests had to go to East 

Greenbush. When the 

baseball fields had been 

finished they didn’t have 

the proper drainage, so 

they flooded. Let’s not 

forget the August flood 

that was blamed on the 

new school. Due to the 

More photos of such con-

tract mess-ups can be 

found on the Ramblurr 

website. Simply search 

for the title of this article. 

     Did You Know? 

school there was no place 

for the water from the 

rain to run off so the city 

flooded. The wall that 

went up towards the foot-

ball field had to be torn 

down and rebuilt because 

it was poorly built in the 

first place.  The board the 

lighting crew uses for the 

drama club broke and 

had to be repaired within 

the first time it was used.  

Yes, there was a great 

deal of struggle this past 

year and a half but good 

ol’ RHS makes up for it, 

it gave us a good laugh 

and wouldn’t it be odd if 

we had no problems with 

this school to begin with? 

Nothing starts out per-

fect . Although, these 

imperfections do seem to 

make the best memories. 

  

“ I
 m

ea
n
 b

e 
h
o
n
e
st

, 
h
o
w
 m

a
n
y
 p

ro
b
le
m

s 
h
a
v
e 
w
e 
h
a
d
 t
h
is
 p

a
st

 y
ea

r 
a
n
d
 a
 h

a
lf
  w

h
il
e 

w
e 
h
a
v
e
 o

cc
u
p
ie

d
 t
h
is
 s
ch

o
o
l?
” 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
   
   
   
   
   
   
- 
A
sh

le
y
  



 

5 

PROM REVIEW 

The Red Carpet Affair 

Students celebrate their 

last moments together 

By  Ashley Salvinski 

Editor In Chief 

Every year RHS has a 

Junior-Senior Prom, a 

formal event that pre-

sents students with the 

chance to make more 

high school memories 

with their friends. This 

year the prom took place 

May 15th in the State 

Room in Albany, the 

theme was “The Red Car-

pet Affair” put together 

by the prom committee. 

Before prom begins the 

community is given the 

opportunity to see the 

attendees in their prom 

apparel. As it was last 

year, this year’s prom 

stroll took place in the 

auditorium at 5:30. 

Unlike last years prom 

stroll, however, this one 

was coordinated a great 

deal better, due to the 

theme this year, going 

down the center aisle was 

a red carpet that the 

awaiting couples, singles, 

and in some cases, trios 

could walk down. When 7 

o’clock hit the prom be-

gan. Many walked into 

the State Room in awe at 

the elaborate decorations 

and the architecture. 

There was a giant crystal 

chandelier hanging from 

the ceiling that topped the decorations, and the shape of 

the windows aided to the overall beauty of the room. The 

tables were covered with black and white table cloths 

with red napkins and the cutest center piece; a glass vase 

with clear pebbles in the bottom and red roses sprouting 

from the top. While it was a formal dance not many got 

on the floor right away, one of the first songs the D.J. 

played that was almost sure to get couples on the dance 

floor was, “Sweet Child of Mine,” by Guns N’ Roses. The 

night did pick up despite the first song flop, in no time 

the floor was crowded with people. It was a split done by 

Erik Carey that stole the floor. A circle formed around 

him cheering him on to perform his exciting trick, Carey 

gave the crowd what they asked for and broke it down. It 

was great fun, the song that closed the night off was, 

“Living on a Prayer,” by Bon Jovi. Prom court was an-

nounced at around 11:30. Juniors Prince and Princess 

were Marque James and Schuyler Ogren. In the Junior 

court there was: Monica 

Johnson and Joe Ryan, 

Meredith Mabb and Nate 

Butler, Mackenzie Ed-

berg and Dean Bilpuh, 

and Nicole Spath and 

Mico Delos Santos. This 

year’s prom King and 

Queen was Shane Bro-

zowski and Kassie Cleary. 

In the Senior court there 

was: Akea Edmonds and 

Elijah Jevons, Ashley 

Salvinski and Dan Mann, 

Erica Dixon and Tyler 

Sanford, and Erica Sta-

sack and Brett Hart. The 

common color this year 

was red and black; how-

ever, there was one indi-

vidual in particular that 

turned heads, twice! Jor-

dan Maya a member of 

the graduating class was 

dressed from head to toe 

in orange. From the or-

ange top hat down to his 

orange shoes, Mr. Maya 

made the fashion state-

ment of the century that 

orange can rock the 

house or prom in this 

case. This year was not 

the first for Maya in a 

bizarre color. For prom 

last year he came in lav-

ender purple that really 

complimented his skin 

tone. This year his color 

of choice complemented 

not only his skin tone but 

his eyes as well. Maybe 

the rest of the boys 

should take a note!! 
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ENTERTAINMENT REVIEWS | MOVIES 

What Goes “UP”…. 

Filming the life of Carl 

Frederickson 

By  Paulene Balabala 

Staff Writer 

Disney Pixar’s “UP” was 

obviously not as good as 

“Finding Nemo”, but it 

was still quite hilarious. 

It is filled with lots of 

laughs. Like any good 

movie, this one exposes 

you to a whole range of 

emotions. Who knew that 

“Up” would be a sweet 

love story? I was a bit 

hesitant about watching 

it in 3D because the last 

3D movie that I watched 

long ago was a huge dis-

appointment. Fortu-

nately, 3D technology has 

come far since then. The 

story begins with Carl as 

a young child. He shortly 

meets Ellie, a spirited girl 

who shares her fascina-

tion of the aviator 

Charles Muntz and they 

promise each other ad-

venture (“cross your 

heart!”).  They get mar-

ried and their lives are 

compressed into mere 

minutes as we see them 

live their happy lives, 

although not without its 

share of disappoint-

ments. It is so sad when 

Ellie dies; even after her 

death, Carl still talks to 

her and speaks as if she is 

still around.  

Carl, now an old man, cannot help but worry that he did 

not fulfill his childhood promise to Ellie and her dream of 

living in South America at the edge of Paradise Falls. 

Being the professional balloon guy that he is, Carl takes 

thousands of balloons, ties them to his chimney, and 

uproots the home he shared with Ellie for so many years 

with all its memories and heads to South America. Of 

course, we cannot forget about Russell, the Boy Scout 

trying to earn his “assisting the elderly badge”, who 

hitches a ride on the floating house. The gigantic bird 

Russell dubs “Keven,” and Dug, the talking dog they be-

friend. With characters like these, you are bound to find 

adventure. When Carl reaches his goal, he realizes he 

already delivered his promise to Ellie long ago, although 

in a way he did not expect. Speaking of their life together, 

Ellie wrote her last message to Carl saying, “Thanks for 

the adventure. Now go have one of your own.” And so he 

does. So what do we all learn from all this? We learn that 

friendship has no age, nor can it be confined to a certain 

species, as we observe the relationships that develop be-

tween these characters. And what of Charles Multz, Carl’s 

beloved childhood hero they encounter in their time in 

the jungle who ends up attempting to kill them? What do 

we make of this unexpected villain? It is very late at night 

as I write this so I have no idea. Watch the movie and 

figure it out yourself. It’s good stuff. “Up” includes the 

voices of Ed Asher as Carl Frederickson, Jordan Nagai as 

Russell, Christopher Plumber as Charles Muntz, and Bob 

Peterson as Dug. It is rated PG and runs for about 1 hour 

30 minutes.     “H
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ENTERTAINMENT REVIEWS | NOVELS 

Nightrise  

Book three of The Gate-

keepers review 

By  Erik Carey 

Staff Writer 

As we move onto book 

three in the Gatekeepers 

series by Anthony 

Horowitz we find our-

selves not with Matt and 

Pedro as you would ex-

pect, but with two more 

of the five. Their names 

are Jamie and Scott Ty-

ler, twins from Reno, 

with Indian heritage and 

the power to read not 

only each others’ minds, 

but others as well, and 

take control of them. 

After one of their routine 

shows at the “Circus of 

the Mind” they are 

chased by a group of men 

from the Nightrise Corp 

who had killed the man 

who owns them, Don 

White. They manage to 

get Scott, however,  Ja-

mie is rescued by a 

woman named Alicia 

who suspects Nightrise of 

taking her son Danny as 

well as Scott. Jamie is 

then framed for the mur-

der of Don and his wife 

Marcie as a way for 

Nightrise to try and get 

him back while he is on 

the run from the law. 

This book like the others 

is filled with action, ad-

venture, and thrills 

“So will Jamie outrun the law, save 

his brother Scott, and ever meet up 

with Matt and Pedro?”  

 

“To find out I guess you’ll have to 

read it and see.” 

throughout, but adds a 

few new twists such as 

betrayal and deceit. An-

thony Horowitz has done 

it again, and I can’t wait 

for the release of Ne-

cropolis: Book Four of 

the Gatekeepers. So will 

Jamie outrun the law, 

save his brother Scott, 

and ever meet up with 

Matt and Pedro? To find 

out I guess you’ll have to 

read it and see. 
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HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 

Last year for the first 

time ever, a comic hyp-

notist by the name of 

Michael Ray came to our 

school as part of a fund-

raising event for Relay 

For Life. This year, he 

was back in an amazingly 

funny new routine that 

had the audience {and at 

times, the participants} 

in stitches. For those 

readers who missed it, it 

was an incredible experi-

ence. First, the stage was 

set from the beginning 

with 20 chairs. Dramatic 

music filled the audito-

rium from two giant 

speakers on either side of 

the stage; the speakers 

were controlled by a 

panel by Michael Ray 

backstage. At 7:10 Mr. 

Ray came out onto the 

stage and introduced 

himself {set to none 

other sound track but the 

X-files}. He explained 

some of the history of 

hypnotism and told us 

that there were a few 

types of people who 

could not be hypnotized. 

“First,” he said, “the id-

iot, in the clinical term. 

Second the drunk, and 

third,” he paused for em-

phasis, “the non-believer.” After that he asked for volun-

teers. Most of this year’s volunteers were from our own 

school. Although, there were a few from neighboring 

schools who had come to see the show. Due to a small 

crowd, only 19 volunteers arose. The volunteers all re-

ceived postcards with Mr. Ray’s picture on them. Then a 

test of “hypnobility” or, the ability to be hypnotized was 

performed. Mr. Ray told the audience to be very quiet 

and interlock their hands over their heads. He then at-

tempted to convince the members of the audience that 

their hands had fused and after a few minutes of speak-

ing he told us to separate our hands, and several people 

in the audience couldn’t! From there another similar test 

was performed and the participants were asked to take 

the stage. Mr. Ray spent about ten minutes relaxing the 

participants and getting them to “go under” into a deep 

sleep-like state. Some participants were asked to leave 

during the performance because they initially couldn’t go 

under, or woke up during the show. Such was the luck of 

Amy Witco who had two other girls sleeping on her lap 

when she awoke to the sound of a whistle. Mr. Ray was 

not able to get to her as he was hiding in the audience 

from Emily Dixon who was convinced that she was a 

janitor who hated the piggish Michael Ray for eating in 

her auditorium. After words he had all the participants 

sit up, thus freeing Amy to go sit down in the audience. 

Such antics went on throughout the show, with audience 

participation. Sean Braley was asked to hold the 

{imaginary} nose of a girl that had been stretched from 

the stage to the middle of the auditorium. There was even 

a girl who made the audience a little upset due to the fact 

that every time Mr. Ray said “especially you” she broke 

down into tears. We told 

Mr. Ray that he was 

mean for doing that and 

he just smiled and said 

he could be meaner. 

Later came that part that 

everyone talks about, 

dancing with the mop. 

While a boy from another 

school was convinced 

that a mop was his prom 

date, Emily Dixon was 

trying to use the mop to 

clean the floor. A fight 

ensued and it was halted 

when they were made to 

realize what they were 

doing. After the partici-

pants were awakened 

they still had hidden or-

ders. When Mr. Ray 

mentioned Warner 

Brothers in his closing 

speech Shanta Hamilton 

jumped up and shouted 

“meep meep!” At this 

Ashlee Giacalone jumped 

up and exclaimed “meep 

meep, no way” and pro-

ceeded to chase Shanta 

all around the audito-

rium before returning to 

their seats. When the full 

name “Comic Hypnotist 

Michael Ray” was men-

tioned, the participants 

all got angry at him and 

told him they saw no 

show and he was ripping 

off a charity.  

 

Continued on p. 10      

High School Hypnotism 

Michael Ray helps sup-

port Relay For Life 

By  Hannah Brady 

Staff Writer 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS 

Commemorating The Past 

History buffs learn about 

Henry Hudson 

By  Dave Ellis 

Assistant Editor In Chief 

Four hundred years ago, 

Henry Hudson, an Eng-

lish mariner sailing for 

the Dutch East India 

Company discovered the 

lush wilderness of the 

Hudson Valley and the 

river that now bears his 

name. This discovery 

would one day lead to the 

foundation of Fort Or-

ange, named in honor of 

Prince Maurice of Orange 

and forever shape the 

future of New York State. 

Although Hudson and his 

crew never found a pas-

sage to the Orient, they 

did find New York State 

to be a place filled with 

rich flora and fauna 

populations. The area 

provided great cod fish-

ing and friendly trade 

relationships with the 

local Natives. This year 

boating enthusiasts and 

history buffs from 

around the world will 

commemorate those voy-

ages of Henry Hudson, 

Robert Fulton, and Sam-

uel de Champlain by 

hosting community 

events in dozens of towns 

throughout the Hudson 

River Valley. Educational 

exhibits will also be on display at local museums includ-

ing the New York State Museum, the Albany Institute of 

history and art, and the Fort Crailo Museum in Rensse-

laer. Rensselaer Middle School students recently took 

part in educational studies relating to New York State’s 

Quadricentennial. The district has had a strong connec-

tion with the Replica Ship Half Moon for many years 

now. Earlier in the school year Mr. Steve Weisse, a Half 

Moon volunteer was invited into middle school class-

rooms to teach students about the history of Henry Hud-

son and his ship the Half Moon. In Miss Logan’s seventh 

grade math class, Mr. Weisse taught students how to 

make quadrants. He then showed them how to navigate 

by using a celestial object as their compass. Ms. Logan 

said that students then used the 7th grade curriculum 

book, designed by the New Netherland Museum to col-

lect their data and find possible sources of error. In Ms. 

Fennelly’s seventh grade Social Studies class, Mr. Weisse 

talked history. Mr. Weisse provided an elaborate over-

view of the life of Henry Hudson, the weapons that were 

used and the foods that were eaten. He even dressed up 

as a 17th century sailor, in an outfit that would be referred 

to as a “slop.” In Mrs. Pilato’s seventh grade Living Envi-

ronment class students were provided a worksheet to 

complete. The exercise taught the students how to ana-

lyze different food groups. Students also learned about 

diseases aboard a 17th century sailing vessel during the 

time period and what to do to prevent such a disease. 

After all the students had a lot of fun, learning about the 

rich history of Henry Hudson and the Half Moon. To 

further the commemoration of such noble men, the New 

York State Quad Squad designed a River Day  

celebration. This year 

River Day begins on Fri-

day, June 5 and con-

cludes Saturday, June 13. 

The event, which has 

been aimed at encourag-

ing boaters to take to the 

waters, will make its way 

North from New York 

Harbor to Rensselaer. 

During the voyage educa-

tional programs and ship 

tours will be underway. 

On Saturday, June 13 

tours of historic sailing 

vessels, such as the 

Clearwater and Onrust 

will be administered at 

Rensselaer’s Riverfront 

Park. Musical acts and a 

barbeque will also pro-

vide an interesting at-

mosphere for the event, 

which is set to begin with 

dignitary remarks and a 

“blessing of the fleet” at 

Albany Yacht Club. The 

Replica Ship Half Moon 

is scheduled to arrive in 

the area as well. How-

ever, the ship will not be 

open to the public, as it 

will be dockside.   Dozens 

of commemorative 

events and celebrations 

are schedule throughout 

a large chunk of the year. 

In September the Half 

Moon will make its com-

memorative voyage up 

the Hudson River, land-

ing in the same location 

Henry Hudson and his 

crew did 400 years ago.  
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TECH BEAT 

Barracuda Bologna 

Internet security at its 

best? What’s yours? 

By  Dave Ellis 

Assistant Editor In Chief 

At Rensselaer High 

School internet access is 

very limited. The district 

recently upgraded system 

security on all student 

computers. Students say 

that the use of such secu-

rity systems, most nota-

bly Barracuda Networks, 

has lead to the restriction 

of valuable educational 

tools on the web. The 

blockage of such sites as 

YouTube and Flickr has 

caused much controversy 

throughout the high 

school. Students say that 

they use these sites on a 

daily basis for media 

sources for projects such 

as Junior and Senior 

Seminar. Students also 

tend to use YouTube and 

Flickr when making 

PowerPoint presenta-

tions for their English 

and History projects. 

Although these sites have 

been blocked, security 

messages say that stu-

dents may be able to gain 

access to these sites with 

the permission of Dave 

Howell, the district’s Net-

work Systems Engineer. 

When asked why these 

sites were blocked, Mr. 

Lackmann said that 

students were abusing the tools and not using them for 

educational research, leading to the downfall for every-

one else. Despite their concerns about Barracuda, stu-

dents still tend to pour into the Rensselaer Middle High 

School library on a daily basis. However, complaints 

there have been high in recent weeks as well.  Library 

staff says that only five students from each study hall 

throughout the school day are allowed in the library at 

the same time. In many cases, however, this tends to be 

an issue for students who have projects to complete or 

research to do. Oftentimes more than five students from 

each study hall are sent to the library at the same time. 

The sixth student to arrive is asked to leave, no questions 

asked. Some students refuse to leave, and others get to 

slide by, an act that does not seem quite fair to everyone 

else.  However, that is how the library operates. There 

have been many times when I’ve been in the library when 

students are misusing their educational resources. Stu-

dents fool around on the computers, looking up funny 

jokes, or just chilling with nothing better to do. It annoys 

me to an extent and  that makes me want to say, “If you 

don’t have anything better to do, go back to class.” How-

ever, minding my business I continue working on my 

project, or in this case my article for the Ramblurr. The 

unfortunate students are sent back to class in a grumpy 

state of mind. Failing to complete a research project may 

cause one to fail their class or even fail to graduate high 

school with their graduating class. When I go to the li-

brary, I use my time in a reliable manner, working to 

complete educational research or projects that are due. I 

feel that something needs to be done to prevent those 

students who do not do work from gaining access to the 

library. There have been 

many times when friends 

of mine could not work 

on their articles for the 

Ramblurr, due to the 

actions of others.  

 

He eventually released 

them from all instruc-

tions and encouraged 

them to remember all of 

what they did. Several 

faces were blushing as 

they left the audience 

that night. Several people 

were proud to have been 

one of the nine remain-

ing on stage by the end of 

the show though. All in 

all it was a terrific night, 

this reporter for one re-

members being one of 

the hypnotized last year 

{and hearing all about 

my dancing skills}. It was 

great fun, and I highly 

recommend it to any who 

want to try being hypno-

tized if Michael Ray 

comes back next year. 

HYPNOTISM:  

Continued from p. 8 

Relay For Life 

Join Wright’s Knights at 

Joe Bruno Stadium on 

June 12th for the Ameri-

can Cancer Society’s Relay 

for Life! 
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HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS 

Varsity Softball: Coach Wilson 

Don’t you wish you hit 

like a girl? 

By  Melanie Tobin 

Staff Writer 

The closing of another 

school year means that 

the spring sports season 

is coming to an end.  

Great effort has been put 

forth by all the team 

members of the Lady 

Rams this season. Al-

though the team has 

shrunk considerably, 

they are still being heard.  

They recently won a dou-

ble header against Cats-

kill featuring great atti-

tudes and even better 

playing.  The first game 

was pitched by Shanta 

Hamilton.  The second 

game was pitched by 

Nicole “Spaty” Spath 

with the final strikeout 

winning the game!  This 

was one of the best days 

the team of 2009 had 

seen. I would like to rec-

ognize everyone on the 

team for their personal 

victories.  Kelly Travers 

hit a HOMERUN 

against Maple Hill.  I 

would like to thank 

Ceiara Dominy for her 

progress and achieve-

ment, Olivia Repula for 

hitting a triple against 

Catskill, Shanta Hamil-

ton for her countless 

strikeouts, Marissa Men-

Marissa Mendetta with 

so many sacrifice bunts, 

Nicole Spath for her great 

attitude even when the 

whole team was bummed 

out, Stephanie 

Schumaker for knowing 

the plays and getting the 

outs, Stephanie Vedder 

for having good reflexes 

as a second basemen, 

Monica Johnson for her 

determination to the 

team, and Melanie Tobin 

for stepping up to the 

plate and swinging. 

Goodbye to the Seniors 

who are leaving us next 

year, Stephanie 

Schumaker, Kelly Travers 

and Shanta Hamilton you 

all will be greatly missed.  

Take what you learned 

from your years in soft-

ball, ”Step up to the plate 

as you would to life with 

Discipline, confidence, 

and preparedness.” Bye 

Seniors!  

TEAM MEMBERS: 

1. Ceiara Dominy  

2. Shanta Hamilton 

3. Lia Mackey 

4. Nicole Spath 

5. Stephanie Schumaker 

6. Kelly Travers 

7. Marissa Mendetta 

8. Katie Johnson 

9. Melanie Tobin 

10. Monica Johnson 

11. Olivia Repula 

12. Stephanie Vedder 

 

————————————— 

 

COACHES: 

1. Wilson 

2. Fahrenkopf 
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PUZZLES 
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UPCOMING NEWS 

In this section we will make a list of the various articles we are working on for the near future. This is our final issue 

of the Rensselaer High School Ramblurr for the 2008-2009 school year. However, we are not done yet! Below is a 

list of the articles we will be working to publish in September (or maybe October). 

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————-- 

The Ramblurr is currently in the process of selecting eligible candidates for the 2009-2010 school year. In order to 

be a member of the Ramblurr staff you must commit to meeting deadlines and be willing to staying after school 

every once in a while. Those who fail to meet deadlines may not be eligible. If you would like to sign up to be a mem-

ber of our staff, feel free to contact Dave Ellis (2009-2010 Editor In Chief) or Mr. Hoffman (Adviser). 

RIVERFRONT DEVELOPMENT PROJECT: 

Why hasn’t construction began on Rensselaer’s Riv-

erfront Development Project. We will break it down 

for you, providing the facts that matter most. 

NORTH END FIRE DEPARTMENT: 

The ends and outs of Rensselaer’s North End Fire 

Department. Was the decision to build the station a 

good decision or a bad decision? We will break it 

down for you, providing the facts that matter most. 

YOUR TWO CENTS MATTERS MOST: 

Let us know what you think about the Ramblurr. Your personal input is very important and meaning-

ful to our staff. We want to know what you want to see in the future. Do you want us to cover more 

sports, add a new section, or simply continue doing what we do best? Feel free to send story requests 

or other news of interest to our news department: theramblurr@aol.com  

DON’T FORGET TO LOG ON!: 

Although this is the last edition of the Rensselaer High School Ramblurr for the 2008-2009 school 

year, the Ramblurr is always online 24 hours a day. Feel free to chat with us online:  

HTTP://RHSRAMBLURR.WORDPRESS.COM 


