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INDEX READ IT EVERYWHERE 

The Rensselaer Ramblurr is now available 

online! Read It Everywhere by visiting    

http://rhsramblurr.wordpress.com today! 

Presidential Pressures 

Obama outlines plans to 

success in the classroom. 

By  Dave Ellis 

Chief Editor 

On Tuesday, September 

8th, 2009 President 

Barack Obama addressed 

the children of America. 

Obama encouraged stu-

dents of all age levels to 

stay in school and suc-

ceed with both their lives 

and their educations. As 

a child, Obama experi-

enced difficulties in his 

life. He said that “The 

truth is being successful 

is hard.” Students at 

Rensselaer High School 

had the opportunity to 

watch the President’s 

speech from various 

study halls and class-

rooms. Given the oppor-

tunity to watch the 

speech, no parents de-

clined. Obama said that 

“Asking for help isn’t a 

sign of weakness it’s a 

sign of strength.” He goes 

on to say that students 

should let their failures  
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teach them. J.K. Rowling’s 

Harry Potter series is just 

one example of success 

and encouragement. The 

first novel of the series 

was rejected twelve times. 

Obama said that, “here in 

America you make your 

own destiny, your own 

future.” While some stu-

dents are spending exces-

sive periods of time study-

ing and succeeding both 

inside and outside of the 

classrooms, others are 

spending most of their 

days on the streets and in 

gangs. The President said 

that, “All young people 

deserve a safe environ-

ment to study and learn.” 

However, the only way to 

foster one’s knowledge is 

to make sure they are ac-

tually in the classroom 

studying and learning. 

President Obama recently 

made a stop in the Capital 

Region to address the 

youth of tomorrow. Hud-

son Valley Community 

College in Troy, New York 

played host to the highly 

secured event.   

Welcome back to the start of a new 

school year full of excitement an 

entertainment!  
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Obama was taken on a 

tour through the halls of 

the college and then took 

some time to make a well 

organized speech to a se-

lected group of individuals 

as well as local and state 

lawmakers and Capital 

Region media outlets. Dr. 

Jill Biden was also on 

hand to make an introduc-

tory speech. Mrs. Biden 

has been a college profes-

sor for quite a long time. 

She has taught in many 

community colleges across 

the world and encourages 

students to take the op-

portunities that are set 

before them and use them 

to succeed in life. Mrs. 

Biden said, “Community 

colleges are America’s best 

kept secrets.” During his 

speech about renewable 

forms of energy, the Presi-

dent said, “The ingredi-

ents are right here for 

growth, success and a bet-

ter institution.” 
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LOCAL WEATHER 

DIRECTORY: 

Issue Number: 6 (September 2009) 

Theme: Streamlined / Version 1.0 

Adviser: Mr. Hoffman 

Chief Editor: Dave Ellis 

Assistant Editor: N/A 

Webmaster/Graphics: Dave Ellis 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

CONTACTS: 

Newsroom: theramblurr@aol.com  

Mr. Hoffman: rhoffman@rcsd.k12.ny.us 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

ONLINE: 

Website: rhsramblurr.wordpress.com 

Twitter: twitter.com/rhsramblurr 

RAMBLURR STAFF: 

      Dave Ellis 

Weather Forecasts provided by: Accuweather.com / WeatherBug.com 

  Hannah Brady 

Hi: 60°  

Lo: 56°  

Hi: 71°  

Lo: 51°  

Hi: 71°  

Lo: 46°  

Hi: 66°  

Hi: 45°  

Hi: 64°  

Hi: 46°  

Hi: 68°  

Hi: 48°  

  Fri. 10/2   Sat. 10/3 

  Schuyler Ogren 

   Kenneth Zeoli 

  Sun. 10/4    Mon. 10/5 Tues. 10/6 Wed. 10/7 

Cha Cha Allyssa Kelly 

Waeya Lin 

RAMBLURR RECRUITS: 

We are looking for a dedicated group 

of individuals who are interested in 

writing articles & reviews both in 

school and around town. Feel free to 

contact us for more information. 
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SENIOR BEAT 

2010 Rensselaer Rams 
This corner of the Ramblurr is dedicated to our student body elders. Since it’s only the 

first month of school, I decided to interview some of the Seniors on their opinions of the 

new school year thus far. Below are the various questions in which they were asked. 

What do you like so far about Senior year? 

  “Well, I don’t really like that there aren’t any special Senior privileges.”  

                   ~ Tiffany White 

 “Football team got off to a great start, 3 and 0. Schedule looks promising, 

        and Law is my favorite class.                                         

 The teacher keeps it interesting and makes me laugh.”                   

   ~ Marque James 

Is this year easier of harder than you expected? 

  “Easier. I expected my college courses to have like a thousand papers.”      

    ~ Brian Poole 

       “A lot harder. College due dates are right on top of each other.”                 

               ~ Alexis Thompson 

What are you looking forward to this year? 

                   “Graduating…duh. And Senior trip. That’s about it.”                         

   ~ Khris Wilson 

                     “The end of the year! When all the work is done.”                           

                 ~ Meredith Mabb 

Senior Class News: 

  - Prom planning already! Venue for prom must be 

decided on AS SOON AS POSSIBLE! 

- Foam Fingers fundraiser sale 

- Senior Class Hoodies 

- Monthly Movie Nights 

 

We have so much to talk about! Come to the 

Senior Class meetings every Thursday. 

Class meetings are held in room E206 after 

school! 

Senior Beat written by:  Schuyler Ogren 

Images provided by:  The Class of 2010 



 

4 

COMPLAINT CORNER 

The downfall of Amer-

ica’s economy has led to 

the downfall of many 

organizations across the 

United States. The Rens-

selaer City School Dis-

trict is just one of dozens 

of districts across the 

country that is experienc-

ing the difficulties in the 

terms of a shortage of 

money. Recently the dis-

trict let go several staff 

members to cut costs. 

Costs are being cut in 

many areas including the 

district’s breakfast and 

lunch programs. Over the 

past few weeks students 

have noticed that the 

lunch staff have been 

cutting back on the quan-

tities and qualities of 

foods that they have been 

instructed to serve. High 

school students require 

larger quantities of food 

because they have larger 

metabolisms than their 

younger peers. However, 

many students say that 

they are not satisfied. 

Students are not getting 

the foods that want and 

the quantities they need. 

The district should serve 

healthier alternatives 

such as a “bag lunch”  

when students do not like or eat what is being served. 

Many students have complained about the changes in 

alternative food selections this year. Students say that 

they can only get specific sandwiches on specific days of 

the week. Many students say that they would like to see 

more of the foods that they like. Such foods include Big 

Daddy Pizza, Dunker Day, popcorn chicken, and tacos, 

but larger quantities. 

District Cutting Costs 

Students are not satisfied 

with lunch program. 

By  Dave Ellis 

Chief Editor 
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“Students are not getting the foods 

that want and the quantities they 

need.”  
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CRAFTY CARTOONS 
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ENTERTAINMENT REVIEWS | EATERIES 

Good Eats 

Angie B’s is right around 

the corner. 

By  Hannah Brady 

Staff Writer 

Started in February of 

2007, Angie B’s Bean and 

Creamery is a nice little 

restaurant/ delicatessen/ 

coffee shop/ bakery. They 

make anything that any-

one could want, and if 

they don’t have it on the 

menu, you can request it. 

The business started off 

as a coffee shop that also 

served ice cream. They 

soon expanded to meet 

the needs of the commu-

nity. They now serve 

soups, subs, pastries, 

cakes, and bread, all 

freshly made daily. This 

is along with their stock 

of chips, candy, and 

cookies. Any sort of 

smoothie, shake, or cof-

fee you could ask for or 

think of is available for 

purchase. A talk with the 

owner, Angela Beth, re-

vealed that she was try-

ing for a little family res-

taurant mixed with a 

corner store feel. She 

wanted to make “a wel-

come place for the com-

munity, where someone 

could find a friendly 

smile, a good product, 

and a nice atmosphere…

truly a refuge.”  

The workers were happy and smiling, a staff ready to 

serve. They were fast to make a fresh, hot cup of 

{amazing!} hot chocolate for me, and even pointed out 

some yummy hot breakfast sandwiches to try. Angie B.’s 

works with its customers. On the run? There are thermal 

take-out cups with lids available. Want to sit and hang 

out? Cute mugs are given to customers who stay, when 

finished simply put your cup on the counter and you can 

go on your way. The shop itself is small looking from the 

outside. However, when you walk in the space it is sur-

prisingly large and brightly lit from natural light pouring 

in from large windows. The rich smell of coffee greets all 

who enter and soft music plays as you order, drink, and 

eat. An almost western and very eclectic feel envelops 

this little hole-in-the-wall. It is a very clean little place, 

with flowers gracing every table to make customers feel 

at home. In my opinion, this Bean and Creamery has big-

name quality at a small-town price. For a good eat, take a 

left out of the school’s entranceway and go up Washing-

ton Avenue. Angie B.’s is right before Getty, at 1204 

Washington Avenue.  
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Photo: Albany Eats 
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ENTERTAINMENT REVIEWS | THEATER 

Hey drama club fans! 

This year the Drama Club 

will be presenting nu-

merous skits including, 

“The Swineherd,” “The 

Pixie and the Grocer,” 

“The Emperor’s New 

Clothes,” and “The Ugly 

Duckling.” All of the skits 

are about magical hap-

penings and are all based 

on fairy tales. Here is a 

little sneak preview with 

details from each of the 

skits. “The Ugly Duck-

ling” is the longest skit 

out of the four stories 

that will be presented. 

This skit is about a little 

ugly duckling who wants 

to find out where he is 

and who he belongs to. In 

the skit “The Emperor’s 

New Clothes,” Kaeli 

Finch plays the role as 

the Emperor. In the skit, 

the Emperor is a self-

centered person. He val-

ues new clothes and be-

lieves that his current 

clothes are out of date. 

The Emperor decides to 

have a tailor make new 

clothes, while using tax 

payer money. In the end 

he is tricked into wearing 

nothing. I am excited 

about this performance 

because I will finally have a chance to perform in a nor-

mal fashion, instead of in a musical, such as “Seussical 

the Musical." In the skit, “The Ugly Duckling,” Kayley 

Storms performs as the Goose. Unwanted by his family, 

Udrich, performed by Zach Mazurowski, searches to find 

where he belongs. On his journey, Udrich meets Goose. 

Goose is worried about being shot by the hunter and de-

cides to trick Udrich into flying up to see if the hunters 

are still looking for him. I’m excited about this skit be-

cause it has a great moral. The various skits are narrated 

by Hans Christian Andersen, played by Alexis Thompson. 

Drama Club Sneak Peek 

Fall performances are 

right around the corner. 

By  Waeya Lin 

Staff Writer 

The Emperor’s New Clothes & The Ugly Duckling.           

By: Hans Christian Andersen 
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“All of the skits are about magical            

happenings and are all based on 

fairy tales.” 
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PHOTO SHOOT | “DOANE STUART” 

These are random photos from inside the all-new Doane Stuart School. The school is located in the recently vacated Van 

Rensselaer Elementary building at 199 Washington Avenue. Doane Stuart is a private religious school. More photos can be 

found on the Ramblurr website: http://rhsramblurr.wordpress.com or online at http://doanestuart.org 
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HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS 

Volleyball Highlights 

Slamming up a hit. 

By  Allyssa Kelly 

Staff Writer 

This year the varsity vol-

leyball team is doing 

great. Many of our varsity 

players graduated last 

year but many newcom-

ers have stepped up and 

taken their spots. Since 

we are combining sports 

with our new neighbors 

Doane Stuart we have 

one girl from there join-

ing the Lady Rams. The 

matches that they play 

are intense and competi-

tive. So far Mrs. Krause 

has done a great job 

coaching the girls. Var-

sity has won 8 games but 

lost one against Ichabod 

Crane. Even if the girls 

lose their matches they 

still have high hopes and 

will prepare for the next 

game. The J.V team this 

year has lost players, like 

varsity, but they have 

also gained new ones. 

For starters this year 

everyone seems to be 

doing great. All the girls 

hustle for the ball and 

pay attention to Coach 

Cooney when she has 

something important to 

say. The team has only 

won one game so far but 

that doesn’t get their 

hopes down.  

The girls practice every chance they get and get better 

and better each day. Both teams have great coaches that 

support all the players. Coach Cooney and Coach Krause 

never give up on their girls and push them to become 

great players. During the practices both coaches give 

advice and constructive criticism to the girls and praise 

them when they are doing a great job. No matter what 

the scores may be or how many times the teams have 

won or lost all girls play their hardest. This will be a good 

season for both teams.    

 

In order to prepare for 

the President’s arrival in 

the Capital Region, law 

enforcement officials set 

security plans into place. 

These plans included the 

closure of many roads 

surrounding the Albany 

International Airport as 

well as Hudson Valley 

Community College in 

Troy, New York. On the 

days before the Presi-

dent’s arrival, Secret Ser-

vice and representatives 

from the White House 

made a landing at Hud-

son Valley Community 

College. Secret Service 

crews surveyed the area 

and set security plans 

into place. The crews 

choose the Senior Auto-

motive Lab as the area 

where Obama would 

make his speech. Among 

other things, the Secret 

Service took possession 

of the keys for all of the 

tool boxes and asked that 

noisy machinery be 

moved to another loca-

tion. Secret Service snip-

ers were positioned 

across the road from the 

senior automotive lab 

and curtains were placed 

in front of all of the win-

dows.   

PRESIDENT:  

Continued from p. 1 

The Rensselaer City School District took out Cairo Dur-

ham in a one on one volleyball competition. Rensselaer’s 

varsity team won three matches in a row, with Caitlin 

Thomas serving and scoring more than 15 points. The 

girls JV team was just around the corner winning two out 

of three matches. Both the JV and varsity teams were 

rocking the courts. It looks like the girls will have an ex-

cellent season. “These girls show good effort in the sport 

they play. They show a lot of respect to the coaches that 

teach them,” said former coach, athlete, and current 

Principal, Dr. Michael J. Dawkins. The girls will next face 

Chatam on Monday, September 28th and Maple Hill on 

Tuesday, September 29th. Both meets will take place at 

Rensselaer High School at 4 pm, on the main courts. 

Rockin’ the Courts 

By  Kenneth Zeoli 

Staff Writer 

Girls make a slam. 
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Advertisement Inquiry Form 

September 2009                            

 

  The Rensselaer High School Newspaper, The Ramblurr is currently seeking donations and ad-

vertisement inquiries from local businesses within the city of Rensselaer, NY and surrounding areas. 

In order to expand our publishing and operations we must build a strong base. It is in our best of in-

terests to publish both an accurate and reliable news source to the public. In the past The Ramblurr 

was published on a monthly basis through a partnership with the Times Union. However, The Ram-

blurr does not currently have enough funds to proceed with that operation. If you would like to help 

The Ramblurr move forward, please fill out this form. 

 

 Business Name:     ______________________ 

 

 Contact Name:       ______________________ 

 

 Phone Number:      ______________________ 

 

 Advertisement Information:  

 

 Each individual advertisement may include a description of your business, phone number, address, 

and a logo or artwork. Business cards are typically easier to process, as we can scan them into our 

software. Advertisements that are larger in size will cost more money to print. Please note that The 

Ramblurr advertisement department has the full right to edit any advertisements not suitable for 

processing. Advertisements depicting sexual or offensive materials will be rejected. 

 

 If you have any questions regarding advertisement inquiries please do not hesitate to contact us. The 

Rensselaer Ramblurr will be open to answering all of your questions and advertising needs. 

 

  ©©©© 2009 The Rensselaer High School Ramblurr – All Rights Reserved 

25 VanRensselaer Drive – Rensselaer, NY 12144 – (518) – 436 – 8561 
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IMPORTANT DATES:  

Friday, October 2nd: RMHS 1st Qtr. Interims                                       

Friday, October 9th: Homecoming Game                                               

Saturday, October 10th: Homecoming Dance 

QUOTES TO LIVE BY: 

“Be who you are and say what you feel, because these who mind, don’t matter. And these 

who matter don’t mind.” - Dr. Seuss 

“Take time to live, to hear, to see, but most of all take time to be!” - Crystal Fannen 

“Obstacles are put in our way to see if we really want to reach our goals or if we just 

thought we did.” - Alyssa Farmer 

CALENDAR 
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UPCOMING NEWS 

In this section we will make a list of the various articles we are working on for the near future. This is our first issue 

of the Rensselaer High School Ramblurr for the 2009-2010 school year. Below is a list of the articles we will be 

working to publish in our next issue. 

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————-- 

The Ramblurr is currently in the process of selecting eligible candidates for the 2009-2010 school year. In order to 

be a member of the Ramblurr staff you must commit to meeting deadlines and be willing to staying after school 

every once in a while. Those who fail to meet deadlines may not be eligible. If you would like to sign up to be a mem-

ber of our staff, feel free to contact Dave Ellis (2009-2010 Chief Editor) or Mr. Hoffman (Adviser). 

RENSSELAER HIGH HOMECOMING: 

We will break down the plays and the points that the 

Rensselaer Rams scored in their Homecoming 

Game. Also, jump inside the Homecoming Dance. 

RENSSELAER PUBLIC LIBRARY: 

We will give you a look inside of the new Rensselaer 

Public Library building on East Street in Rensselaer. 

Take a look through the meeting rooms and get a 

glimpse at the all new flat screen monitors. The new 

building is slated to open the first week in November. 

YOUR TWO CENTS MATTERS MOST: 

Let us know what you think about the Ramblurr. Your personal input is very important and meaning-

ful to our staff. We want to know what you want to see in the future. Do you want us to cover more 

sports, add a new section, or simply continue doing what we do best? Feel free to send story requests 

or other news of interest to our news department: theramblurr@aol.com. The Ramblurr is the voice 

of the student body of Rensselaer Middle High School. 

DON’T FORGET TO LOG ON!: 

The Rensselaer High School Ramblurr is always online 24 hours a day. Feel free to chat with us on 

the web or follow our status on Twitter by sending a message to: @rhsramblurr 

HTTP://RHSRAMBLURR.WORDPRESS.COM 


