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RENSSELAER, NEW YORK    -   NOVEMBER 2009 

MORE NEWS 

UPCOMING 

Gordon Rey-

nolds retiring 

after 33  years. 

     13 

INDEX READ IT EVERYWHERE 

The Rensselaer Ramblurr is now available 

online! Read It Everywhere by visiting    

http://rhsramblurr.wordpress.com today! 

Electoral Compromise 

Fire victims call the 

Mayor a complete liar. 

By  Dave Ellis 

Chief Editor 

Election time is here. 

This fall, elections were 

like no other. Tensions 

have been quite high 

around Rensselaer’s 

small-knit community as 

both the Democratic and 

Republican parties’ battle 

for control of City Hall. 

Both parties’ have im-

mense arguments that 

can sometimes be a little 

bit intimidating. Rensse-

laer’s governmental sys-

tem has always been 

bashed for its negative 

approach on various 

situations. Such situa-

tions include flooding of 

creeks in the lower levels 

of the city, debts owed to 

the city of Troy for water, 

and the construction of 

the North End Firehouse, 

among other things. 
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the Republican Party 
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bash Mayoral Incumbent 

Daniel Dwyer for poor 

leadership skills. An audit 

by the New York State’s 

Comptrollers Office criti-

cized Mayor Dwyer 100% 

of the time in their audit 

of City Management. The 

Republican Party said 

that, Team Dwyer had 

made an increase of 165% 

in all fees and surcharges 

in 2006. They also made 

note of a 50% tax increase 

over 4 years, violation of 

numerous city codes and 

zoning laws, as well as 

Dwyer’s refusal to investi-

gate “lost” water payments 

of $1.1 million, in which 

Dwyer told the Ramblurr 

he acquired from former 

Mayor, Mark Pratt. During 

this election year, Mayor 

Dwyer has a lot of work to 

do. Victims of the recent 

Green Street fire have 

begun to blame the Mayor 

for mismanagement of the 

city. On Sunday, October 

18th, Green Street was a 

burst with flames. Rensse-

laer Police Officer Stephen 

Boniface told the media   

 Best wishes for holiday cheer! 

Enjoy the new year! 

Ramblurr Staff 
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that the fire was roaring 

on the second floor of 17 

Green Street when emer-

gency responders arrived 

around 4:30 am. Two 

homes where destroyed by 

the blaze, while two others 

remain in salvageable 

states. Those who live on 

Green Street said that the 

fire was quite suspicious 

because there was no elec-

tricity or gas hook-up to 17 

Green Street. Neighbors 

said that the derelict prop-

erty was in the middle of 

being renovated. The day 

before, neighbors said that 

all of the doors were open 

in the building, ultimately 

providing an entry point 

for an arsonist. Those who 

lived on either sides of the 

property said that they 

have been consulting with 

city officials for more than 

5 years about the rundown 

building. Recent renova-

tions left huge holes in the 

side of the building, a …… 
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      Dave Ellis 

Weather Forecasts provided by: Accuweather.com / WeatherBug.com 

  Hannah Brady 

Hi: 53°  

Lo: 32°  

Hi: 50°  

Lo: 25°  

Hi: 55°  

Lo: 32°  

Hi: 52°  

Hi: 40°  

Hi: 54°  

Hi: 40°  

Hi: 51°  

Hi: 37°  

Mon. 11/16 Tues. 11/17 

  Schuyler Ogren 

 Wed. 11/18 Thur. 11/19    Fri. 11/20   Sat. 11/21 

Cha Cha 

RAMBLURR RECRUITS: 

• Kaitlyn Whitcher 

• Sarah Brady 

• James Moak 

The Rensselaer High School Ramblurr is looking for a wide 

array of individuals, who are able to accomplish many tasks. If 

you have an ability to construct articles or graphics, we have 

the job for you! We are currently looking for individuals who 

are interested in writing their own news sections. Other tasks 

may include a student complaint section and an advice                    

column. Interested individuals should contact our Chief Editor, 

Dave Ellis or Mr. Rob Hoffman. 
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SENIOR BEAT 

2010 Rensselaer Rams 
This corner of the Ramblurr is dedicated to our student body elders. This month all the 

talk (and stress) is about college applications, SAT’s, and passing the first quarter of our 

college courses. So, let’s see what’s going on in the senior’s minds’. 

Any tips on taking the SAT’s ? 

  “Study vocabulary, sleep well, and eat an egg in the morning.”                      

~ Alexis Thompson 

“Use the book!” ~ Olivia Pratt 

              “Study  vocab. Taking your PSAT’s helps too.” ~ Brian Poole                   

How about college applications ? 

  “Do your college applications as soon as possible.” ~ Chris Poole 

“Take your time while you do them and be sure to get your                         

recommendation letters.” ~ Jessica Miller 

What is your most challenging college course ? 

“College English, all of your time is consumed by that class.”                              

~ Zachary Mazurowski 

“Psychology didn’t seem too challenging until my first test came up.”             

~ Garrett Habiniak 

Senior Class News: 

  - Looking at venues for our Senior class trip 

- Get your Senior Class Pictures 

- Baby Pictures due Friday 11/13 

- Signing for Senior Class Shirts & Hoodies 

- Attend Meetings! 

 

We have so much to talk about! Come to the 

Senior Class meetings every Thursday. 

Class meetings are held in room E206 after 

school! 

Senior Beat written by:  Schuyler Ogren 

Images provided by:  Dave Ellis 
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COMPLAINT CORNER 

We have been in this 

school for many years 

now, and as seniors I feel 

that we should have more 

rights and privileges that 

are not available to any of 

the underclassmen. If we 

had a senior lounge that 

would be great, however 

there would obviously be 

limitations. If we were 

given this it would be the 

opportune time to prove 

that we are mature young 

adults that can handle a 

little bit of freedom in 

school.  Only the seniors 

would be allowed in this 

“lounge” and we would 

also monitor it as well. 

However, it would be 

different than a study 

hall. The purpose of hav-

ing a senior lounge is to 

give the graduating class 

a place to hang out on 

their free periods. Within 

the senior lounge stu-

dents can do work if they 

so choose, but they can 

also listen to music, use 

their cell phones, and 

play video games, etc. If 

some of the students can-

not seem to handle hav-

ing freedom in school, 

then they will not be al-

lowed back in to the  

senior lounge. An alternative to the senior lounge would 

be to have a senior study hall. This would be a study hall 

just for seniors, where they would be able to use their 

music players, and text. However, the teacher would have 

a list of work that students have, so that they cannot just 

get away with goofing off. If students do not take advan-

tage of this privilege then they  will get put back into a 

regular study hall with underclassmen. Either a senior 

lounge or senior study hall will not only give my class, 

but future graduating classes the chance to prove that 

they are responsible young adults and that they can make 

a name for themselves. 

Senior Gripe 

The Senior Class voices 

their personal opinions. 

By  Kaitlyn Whitcher 

Senior Staff Writer 
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“The purpose of having a senior 

lounge is to give the graduating class 

a place to hang out on their           

free periods.”  
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CRAFTY CARTOONS 

Floor Fallout 
A Cartoon by: Cha Cha 

This floor is such a nuisance! One of these days   

someone is going to get hurt. 

Why don’t people ever do things right the first time 

around? Uh oh—I think its happening!!! 
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CITY NEWS 

Success starts here 

Rensselaer Public Library 

moves in to a new home. 

By  Dave Ellis 

Chief Editor 

The Rensselaer Public 

Library will finally be 

opening new doors this 

winter. Earlier this year 

renovations began at 676 

East Street, in what was 

once home to various 

businesses, including 

Fay’s Drugs, Eckerd 

Drugs, and Family Dol-

lar. In earlier times, the 

site was home to John 

Rossi’s Saloon and an 

adjacent grocery store. 

Today, the corner of East 

and Willow Streets is 

forever changing, a radi-

cal transformation that 

will have a positive im-

pact on future genera-

tions for many years to 

come.  The new building 

offers a little bit of every-

thing for children, young 

adults, and individuals of 

all likes. On a recent tour 

of the new building, I 

could smell the aromas of 

the color-coordinated 

carpets in the entry foyer. 

The building was quite 

welcoming and had a 

relaxing atmosphere in 

which each age group can 

adequately relish. Step-

ping into the main part of 

the library, I quickly no-

ticed the openness of the  

building. Sky lights and 

large windows allow 

natural light to openly 

dispense throughout the 

large space. The circula-

tion desk is of profes-

sional appeal, as well as 

the organized rows of 

books and spaces for 

both children and adults. 

If you are in a hurry and 

are returning an item 

borrowed from the li-

brary, you can easily use 

the library’s drop box. If 

you feel like sticking 

around, there are various 

spaces to sit and relax.  

Children can now do 

homework and research 

assignments in their own 

environment, as well as 

take time to enjoy a new 

novel in the library 

lounge. Library staff is 

pleased with their new 

space.  Library Director, 

Jane Chirgwin, and Li-

brary Assistant, Maureen 

Vigliante said that they 

cannot believe that they 

will be working in such 

an astounding atmos-

phere.  Vigliante said that 

the new space is 

“Amazing.” The public 

will now have access to 

more than 12 computers, 

updated with the latest 

technologies, including 

flat screen monitors do-

nated to the library by 

the Microsoft Corpora-

tion. Clubs and various 

groups affiliated with the 

library system can now 

teach classes in the adja-

cent meeting rooms. An 

expansive conference 

room will be a place 

where library staff can 

hold large lectures and 

speak to the public about 

various agendas. CS Arch 

is the brains behind the 

project. The architecture 

firm provided construc-

tion management ser-

vices for the thriving li-

brary premises. The firm 

will oversee the final 

tweaks that are currently 

being put in place. Such 

tweaks include the instal-

lation of security and 

monitoring systems, lay-

out of Ethernet cables, 

and atmosphere lighting. 

The City of Rensselaer 

Department of Public 

Works will be in charge 

of providing adequate 

maintenance of the li-

brary grounds. There is 

parking in both the front 

and rear of the building, 

as well as an area for 

children to lock their 

bikes. The city is cur-

rently upgrading culverts 

along the Quakenderry 

Creek, an act that will 

potentially prevent future 

flooding surrounding the 

new library and various 

businesses on either side.  

However, the new build-

ing will have its own 

source of flood protection 

as well; the building will 

be equipped with flood 

proof doors. Finally, our 

city will have a new place 

to relax in comfort, a 

place that both children 

and adults will enjoy, all 

under one roof. The li-

brary will be at the center 

of our close-knit commu-

nity, providing valuable 

resources to the public, 

as well as hands on ac-

tivities and events 

throughout the months 

and the years that will 

quickly pass by. How-

ever, the library will al-

ways be open to provide 

us with the tools essential 

to our very success. Take 

such tools for granted 

and enjoy the new infor-

mation source placed 

before you! 
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ENTERTAINMENT REVIEWS | MOVIES 

Another Tim Burton film 

came out on September 

9, 2009 (9-9-09) called 

“9.” It is the story of a 

small rag doll which is 

number nine in a series 

of rag dolls. Each doll 

contains a part of the 

spirit, personality, and 

humanity of their inven-

tor. In the beginning, the 

narrator tells of how hu-

man-kind led to its’ own 

doom in pursuit of sci-

ence and technology. All 

of the humans are gone 

as this story begins; the 

dolls are all the humanity 

left. “9” awakens in a 

small laboratory and 

finds a strange talisman, 

the lab has been blown 

apart by the apparent 

war between machines 

and humans. The hu-

mans lost. “9” is an in-

quisitive spirit who finds 

the other rag dolls soon 

by getting in some trou-

ble. He encounters a ma-

chine and is saved from it 

by “2”, who is captured 

by the machine.  “9” is 

taken in by “5” who tries 

to hide him from the rest 

of the group of dolls. 

They are found and “9” is 

threatened because of his 

nature. “9” and “5” go off to try to save “2” and encounter 

“7” who is like a warrior huntress. She kills the machine 

that took away “2” and then the trouble starts. “9” takes 

the talisman he found when he first woke up and inserts 

it into a machine. This machine springs to life and begins 

making more machines to try to stamp out the humanity 

remaining in the dolls. This all occurs within the first 25 

minutes of a 79 minute movie. Through the rest, the dolls 

struggle to try to stop the machines and stay together as 

the last signs of life. I won’t tell about the ending though, 

in case some readers still haven’t seen it. “This is our 

world now; it’s what we make of it.” This is the closing 

line and really made the movie for me, it epitomizes the 

struggle that the characters had the whole movie and 

their relief that it is finally over. This is an animated 

movie, though it is not for children. The sight of dead 

bodies, violent wars, and explosions may be a little too 

much for younger audiences. “9” is rated PG-13. The 

themes presented are not for young ones either; all hu-

mans are dead including all parents, children, and im-

portant figures. This may be a little too much for some 

children to handle. Even watching the movie, I was glad 

that only adults were in the theatre, and some of them 

A rag doll named “Nine” 

Take a look inside the 

new film by Tim Burton. 

By  Hannah Brady 

Senior Staff Writer 

Only eight voices are used 

in the movie, one for each 

doll except numbers “3” 

and “4” who cannot speak, 

and the scientist. Some 

famous voices that can be 

recognized are that of 

Elijah Wood (9), Jennifer 

Connelly (7), Crispen 

Glover (6), and Martin 

Landau (2). The build up 

to the movie raised great 

anticipation for some and 

yet the movie did fall a 

little short of expectations. 

The movie received a six 

out of ten for most critics, 

yet received better reviews 

from others. Special mar-

keting was used including 

a Facebook page for the 

scientist, which can be 

visited. The name is “9 

scientist.” This page was 

updated almost daily for 

months before the release 

date and detailed the mak-

ing of “9”, the last doll of 

the series. “9” was number 

one at the box office on its’ 

opening weekend, netting 

$3,115,775. The second 

weekend is was second 

and netted $10, 856, 000. 

The movie has grossed 

$39,432,162. The incredi-

ble animation was this 

movie’s saving grace; with 

a little more explanation 

this movie could have had 

better reviews. My opin-

ion: wait for this one to 

come to DVD to watch it, 

but do see it if you have 

the chance.  
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INK INSIGHT | “A Pictorial Review” 

Ink Insight is an all-new feature of The Ramblurr that will showcase various newsworthy happenings throughout the month. 

In the future, this section will be tailored to fit a more optimized array of photographs. In the meantime, feel free to send your 

photographs our way! We are always looking for more photographers and story editor’s for each of our news sections.  
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HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 

Planting Trees of “Life” 

Students plant trees to 

better the environment. 

By  Sarah Brady 

Staff Writer 

On October 29th, 2009 

ten students from our 

very own Key Club volun-

teered four hours of their 

time to plant trees in 

various places around the 

community. The ten stu-

dents accompanied by 

eight students from Do-

ane Stuart and members 

of Capital District Com-

munity Gardens planted 

twenty three trees. The 

volunteers were sup-

posed to plant twenty five 

trees. However, some of 

the locations weren’t fit 

to hold a tree for one 

reason or another. The 

helpful volunteers split 

up into five groups of two 

students and a couple 

adults per group. Each of 

the five groups had five 

trees to plant. The stu-

dents quickly found the 

difficulty in digging 

holes. This did not stop 

them, though. Unfortu-

nately not all of the trees 

were able to be planted. 

This made the coordina-

tor and workers sad. But, 

when asked on how they 

enjoyed the experience 

the Key Club members 

were quick to reply that 

they enjoyed it. You can 

 

situation in which fire 

victims have said the city 

should not have let go. 

Residents are looking for 

answers. Homes could 

have been saved. How-

ever, it took firefighters a 

long period of time to get 

a nearby hydrant to oper-

ate. Common Council 

President, Charles Hall 

has said that the hydrant 

which is located in front 

of his home did not work 

when fire crews arrived. 

Units had to connect 

hoses to hydrants that 

were further away. The 

city is responsible to 

flush out hydrants on a 

routine basis to make 

sure they are properly 

functioning. If the city is 

at blame, some home-

owners may sue. Many 

homeowners attended a 

recent Common Council 

meeting to voice their 

opinions on the matter, 

the outcome was quite 

intense. However, with 

the bad their must always 

be good. On Sunday, No-

vember 8th the Rensse-

laer Eagles will play host 

to a breakfast fundraiser 

to benefit the victims of 

the Green Street fire.  

ELECTIONS:  

Continued from p. 1 

find the trees that were planted all around the commu-

nity. A few places where they were planted include, Riv-

erfront Park, Tenth Street, and Washington Avenue. 

Confidential Catastrophe 

Who stole Tailor Swift’s 

million dollar purse? 

By James Moak 

Staff Writer 

It was a normal Thanksgiving dinner in the Rensselaer 

City School District. Every one was gorging on turkey, 

stuffing, potatoes, and having a good time. All of a sud-

den the lights went out and there was a scuffling of feet. 

When the lights went on, the famous singer Tailor Swift 

said her purse was stolen. The best detective was invited 

and he conducted a search immediately. He hastily in-

terviewed the victim and the people in the room at the 

time. He had asked them all what they were doing when 

the lights went out and if they could prove their stories. 

Only two of the guests were unable to prove where they 

were at what they were doing at the time of the occur-

rence. These guests were then checked to see if they had 

anything that could prove them guilty. The detective 

found sixty dollars, a ring, and a key to a Lexus sc 430 

hardtop convertible. The guests responsible were put 

into custody, trialed, and booked with the crime.     

Names have been changed to protect all identities. 
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BULLETIN BOARD 
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PUZZLES 
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IMPORTANT DATES:  

Friday, November 20th: Dessert Theatre - 7pm                                     

Saturday, November 21st: Dessert Theatre - 7pm                                  

Wednesday, November 25th: Thanksgiving Holiday  Recess Begins 

QUOTES TO LIVE BY: 

“Make jokes. No stress. Love. Life. Proceed. Progress.” - Lil Wayne 

“When the power of love overcomes the love of power, the world will know peace”              

- Jimi Hendrix 

“I’d rather be hated for who I am, than to be loved for who I am not.” - B.B. Clark 

- Quotes provided by: Schuyler Ogren 

CALENDAR 
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UPCOMING NEWS 

In this section we will make a list of the various articles we are working on for the near future. This is our first issue 

of the Rensselaer High School Ramblurr for the 2009-2010 school year. Below is a list of the articles we will be 

working to publish in our next issue. 

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————-- 

The Ramblurr is currently in the process of selecting eligible candidates for the 2009-2010 school year. In order to 

be a member of the Ramblurr staff you must commit to meeting deadlines and be willing to staying after school 

every once in a while. Those who fail to meet deadlines may not be eligible. If you would like to sign up to be a mem-

ber of our staff, feel free to contact Dave Ellis (2009-2010 Chief Editor) or Mr. Hoffman (Adviser). 

SUPERINTENDENT RETIRING: 

We will give you an overview of Superintendent Rey-

nolds’ educational career and his future plans in life. 

TAGLIENTO’S REOPENING: 

We will give you the facts about the re-opening of 

Tagliento’s Market, including who will own the busi-

ness and what the owners plan on selling. 

YOUR TWO CENTS MATTERS MOST: 

Let us know what you think about the Ramblurr. Your personal input is very important and meaning-

ful to our staff. We want to know what you want to see in the future. Do you want us to cover more 

sports, add a new section, or simply continue doing what we do best? Feel free to send story requests 

or other news of interest to our news department: theramblurr@aol.com. The Ramblurr is the voice 

of the student body of Rensselaer Middle High School. 

DON’T FORGET TO LOG ON!: 

The Rensselaer High School Ramblurr is always online 24 hours a day. Feel free to chat with us on 

the web or follow our status on Twitter by sending a message to: @rhsramblurr 

HTTP://RHSRAMBLURR.WORDPRESS.COM 


