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RENSSELAER, NEW YORK    -   JANUARY 2010 
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Tagliento’s 

under new 

ownership. 
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INDEX READ IT EVERYWHERE 

The Rensselaer Ramblurr is now available 

online! Read It Everywhere by visiting    

http://rhsramblurr.wordpress.com today! 

Holiday Cheer 

Christmas in our homes 

and our hearts. 

By  Dave Ellis 

Chief Editor 

Winter is the time of the 

year to celebrate friend-

ships, relationships, love, 

and laughter. Winter is 

the time of year to be 

with family and friends. 

It is a time to rejoice and 

share memories by the 

fire. It is the time to ex-

change gifts, not only of 

value, but from the heart. 

During this time of the 

year, many of us tend to 

forget what is most im-

portant in life. I believe 

that family is the most 

important thing to cher-

ish, not only during 

Christmas, but each and 

every day. I feel that soci-

ety needs to be thankful 

for what they have, and 

not what they necessarily 

want or need. During this 

holiday season, spending 

time with your family 

should be at the top of 

your wish list. Take some 
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time to talk to your par-

ents about how you feel, 

help decorate a Christmas 

tree, give to the needy, or 

help at an animal shelter. 

Such activities are just 

minimal thoughts, many 

of which are quite expan-

sive. Cherish upon family 

memories and family tra-

ditions that are of value to 

you. Such memories are 

the foundations of your 

life. In the future, you can 

share these very memories 

with you future family, 

your children, and your 

children’s children. Share 

these memories with 

friends, colleagues, profes-

sors and public officials. 

 Best wishes for holiday cheer! 

Enjoy the new year! 

-The Ramblurr Staff- 
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should make our resolu-

tions positive. Work hard 

to accomplish your 

dreams and you will suc-

ceed in life. So many 

times, individuals set 

goals that are nearly im-

possible to achieve, they 

give up hope and fail. 

However, with the guid-

ance of those around you, 

you can use your will 

power to make these very 

goals possible this year.                     

__________________ 
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RAMBLURR STAFF: 

      Dave Ellis 

Weather Forecasts provided by: Accuweather.com / WeatherBug.com 

  Hannah Brady 

Hi: 40°  

Lo: 24°  

Hi: 39°  

Lo: 20°  

Hi: 35°  

Lo: 22°  

Hi: 35°  

Hi: 20°  

Hi: 33°  

Hi: 22°  

Hi: 35°  

Hi: 10°  

Fri. 1/15 Sat. 1/16 

  Schuyler Ogren 

 Sun. 1/17 Mon. 1/18  Tues. 1/19 Wed. 1/20 

Cha Cha 

RAMBLURR RECRUITS: 

• Kaitlyn Whitcher 

 

Which way do you say 2010 ? 

1. Two thousand ten 

2. Twenty ten 

Results for this poll will be presented in the next issue of the 

Rensselaer High School Ramblurr. Votes may be placed in Mr. 

Hoffman’s room or given to Dave Ellis. 

RAMBLURR POLL: 
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SENIOR BEAT (HOLIDAY EDITION) 

2010 Rensselaer Rams 
This is the corner of the Ramblurr dedicated to our student body elders. The last month or so for us has 

been pretty hectic with SAT retakes, college applications, breaks, senior formalities, and pure holiday 

slacking. Get ready for it underclassmen, you’re next! Let’s recap the recent life of a senior at RHS.  

Too much turkey? I’ll do that Government project later. Christmas is this week? Let’s not read 
in Mr. Toney’s today. Senioritis- holiday edition.  

Aside from the procrastination and dreams of missing certain classes, we have had some eventful 

things going on in the Senior world. We’ve already voted for our superlatives and started filling 

out our goals and quotes for the yearbook. Baby pictures have been “aww”-ed at and formal shots 

are in. Visiting guidance a few times a month, compared to the annual visit about next year’s 

classes, takes up some time too. Personally, I’m glad my college applications didn’t require any 

essays and maybe one fee. ;)  I was pretty lucky there. I don’t know about my fellow seniors, but I 

can’t believe we’re actually here. It’s crazy to believe that we’re almost half way through our     

senior year already! 

The class has been pretty busy holding fundraisers and trying to find ways to get more money in. 

Recently we have held a bowling fundraiser, sold candy canes, senior hoodies, and held bake 

sales. Also, a big thank you to the class of 2009 and Mrs. Connor for donating the extra money 

left over in their account to this year’s seniors! We greatly appreciate it, and it made such a big 

difference for us. In the works we have some holiday sales, a “movie” showing, battle of the 

classes, jeans day, and a Rams cup sale, among other fundraisers. Our account is looking pretty 

decent lately, but there’s no room for slacking! Prom and senior trip planning is sooner than you 

know. The deposit has been paid for prom, which will be held at The Century House this year, 

thanks to the juniors. They do help us pay for that- phew! The Senior trip is looking like it will be 

to New York City at the end of year. Hopefully the senior hoodies will be in soon after we get back 

to keep us bundled for the rest of the winter.  

For any more updates on what has been going on, or will be going on- come to the 
meetings! Every Friday in room E206! If you don’t come, you don’t get to make 

any decisions! So support your class, it’s your last year!  
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HOLIDAY HIGHLIGHTS 

‘Tis the Season 

By  Kaitlyn Whitcher 

Senior Staff Writer 

 

What are you looking forward to the most this Holiday Season? Is it being surrounded by 
the people that mean the most to you? Is it the music? Or is it the gifts being exchanged? I 
interviewed various high school students on such topic. As I asked them the question, 
“What is Christmas to you?” I learned that their responses were ironically similar. 

 

“Um, family, and food, and music, everyone loves no matter how corny it is.” 

- Olivia Pratt, Senior. 

 

“It’s a holiday about spending time with the family, and having fun watching movies, and 
sitting by the fireplaces.” 

- Nicole Spath, Senior. 

 

“Time to reflect and enjoy on the true happiness that life brings. Time to get together with 
your loved ones and share a common smile. Season to be joyful and alive and well, also to 
give and help those who are less fortunate than I am.” 

- Jason Brown, Junior. 

 

So whether it is being surrounded by the people you love, or the joy of giving to others, the 
Holiday Season has its own significance for everyone. I personally think it is being with the 
people that you love, and having fun more than anything else. However, you should not 
just use this time of year to tell your family and friends how much they mean to you. Have 
a safe and happy Holiday! 

What is the true meaning of Christmas? 
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CRAFTY CARTOONS 

Snowy Times 
A Cartoon by: Cha Cha 
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TABLE HOPPING 

Rudy’s V & R Reincarnated 

Restaurant re-opens with 

new selections for less. 

By  Dave Ellis 

Chief Editor 

Rudy’s V & R which is 

located at 483 Broadway 

in Rensselaer was an 

Italian style restaurant 

and pub. Meals served at 

the restaurant were high 

priced. In November, the 

restaurant  closed it’s 

doors. Management said 

that they were upgrading 

their menus. However, 

that was not the case. 

Rudy’s V & R, which is 

owned by Rudy Berisic, 

opened its new doors on 

Thursday, January 14th. 

The restaurant is now 

called Red House Pub. 

The paint scheme has 

also changed drastically. 

Although Berisic still 

owns the restaurant, his 

menus have seen much 

change. Most of the more 

expensive veal and sea-

food dishes will now be 

offered as specials, and 

dinner entrées now top out at $11.95, including salad and 

pasta. The restaurant also offers sandwiches, wraps, burgers, 

and of course everyone's favorite, pizza. Red House Pub is 

open daily for lunch and dinner. Delivery is available. For 

more information call 689-0611. 

 

 

What do you think about the Red House Pub? 

Send your comments to the Rensselaer Ramblurr. 

Comments can be placed in Mr. Hoffman’s room throughout 

the school day.  
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Information used in the Ramblurr’s restaurant reviews are courtesy of Steve Barnes.  

In this section, we are planning on posting both teacher and student feedback. 

Leave your own reviews of restaurants and markets in Rensselaer. 
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ENTERTAINMENT REVIEWS | MOVIES 

There has been a mania 

in our country recently. 

Such mania has been 

quite intense due to the 

recent release of the new-

est movie in the Twilight 

saga, New Moon. On 

November 19, 2009, hun-

dreds of thousands of 

people flocked to theaters 

at midnight awaiting the 

first showing of the 

movie. The first night 

brought in around $26.3 

million, making it the 

number one selling mid-

night showing of a movie 

in history. The following 

few days brought only 

more. On its opening 

weekend, New Moon 

grossed $142,839,137, 

making it the third big-

gest opening weekend 

movie in history, follow-

ing only Dark Knight and 

Spider Man 3. New 

Moon is still in theaters, 

for a month it has been 

drawing in people with 

the lure of the story.  The 

movie itself has received 

mixed reviews. Some 

websites say that they 

couldn’t be chained down 

to watch it again, yet 

hordes of screaming 

teenage girls go running 

to the theaters every week. Why the discrepancy? As a 

general consensus if a person has read the book first, it 

ruins the movie. People expect so much out of today’s 

theatrical entertainment that they forget that to make an 

accurate movie about a 563 page novel about werewolves 

and vampires involves many, many hours of finished film 

and several human deaths in the area, hey a vampire’s 

got to eat. That does not explain the mania behind the 

teenage girls though. In a report by the Times Union, a 

girl who recently saw New Moon was asked what she 

thought. She proceeded to tell the reporter that she loves 

the movies, she was Team Jacob, and she couldn’t wait 

for the release of Eclipse to find out what happens next. I 

read this and wanted to slap her. Sure, I can understand 

the hype behind the movie for some, I dislike it, but I 

read the series first and nothing would compare. She’s 

Team Jacob? How can anyone be for a team? Has anyone 

read the books? This hits my last point. She can’t wait for 

the release of the next movie? What happened to crack-

ing a book? She could find out in about two days if she 

kept up with the fast-paced tempo of the novel. trying to 

remain impartial, I still found New Moon not up to snuff. 

The only bright spot in the film seemed to be the acting 

Twilight Series: New Moon 

Take a look inside the 

new film by Chris Weitz. 

By  Hannah Brady 

Senior Staff Writer 

of Kristin Stewart who 

made a whiney and de-

pressed girl come to life. 

This movie was better 

than the first in the series 

as far as special effects and 

sticking to the plot goes, 

but over all I would still 

say: read the book instead 

and wait for it to come to 

DVD, don’t waste your 

money on a theater ticket. 
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EDITORIAL 

Computer Access Denied 

Students do not have the 

sources to success. 

By  Dave Ellis 

Chief Editor 

Throughout our school, 

Ethernet ports lie empty. 

Who would have ever 

thought there would be 

room for expansion? On 

any given day, one can 

notice the dash of stu-

dents to the middle high 

school library during 

their free periods. At the 

library, students typically 

rush to get last minute 

papers and projects com-

pleted on time, many of 

which are due that day. 

However, there are al-

ways times when your 

“bad day” just tends to 

get worse. Rules that are 

currently in place only 

allow five students from 

any given study hall to be 

at the library at the same 

time, a rule which many 

students do not have any 

regard for. The com-

puters fill up pretty 

quickly, leaving many 

students in between a 

rock and a hard place. 

Our school does not have 

enough computer access 

for a large amount of 

students at any given 

time. Teachers can book 

computer labs for their 

classrooms, however, 

what about students?  

It would be a great asset 

if we could book such 

labs. However, that is 

obviously not going to 

happen. In 2007, the 

district set a technology 

plan in place. The plan 

had originally called for 

distance learning pro-

grams and shared tech-

nologies. However, such 

technologies are not 

enough. Many teachers 

now require students to 

use the internet for re-

search projects, Power-

Point presentations, writ-

ten papers, and Seminar. 

Computer usage has 

greatly increased, leading 

to a major conflict, what 

am I going to do? The 

perfect solution would be 

to open a computer lab 

that students could use at 

any time. The lab would 

be open during periods 

that students have study 

hall or do not have a 

regularly scheduled class. 

There would obviously be 

some rules in place. A 

teacher would have to be 

in the room at all times to 

monitor students flowing 

in and out. This idea 

seems like the most logi-

cal. However, other ideas 

are just as important. We 

need access to wifi. Many 

students bring laptop 

computers to school and 

they are not able to use 

them to access the inter-

net. All of our classrooms 

have Ethernet ports, with 

no computers, who 

would have thought that 

would be the case? What 

happened to all the com-

puters from the old 

school? We could have 

used those in the class-

rooms. As I ramble on, 

that’s my job, I am sim-

ply trying to say that 

computer and internet 

access within our thriv-

ing campus is quite lim-

ited. We have a great 

source of information 

before us that is not able 

to be used. I understand 

that the technology plan 

was to expand in the fu-

ture. However, we need it 

now. These sources are 

vital to our success. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

On behalf of the students of the Rensselaer City School District we would most appreciate if the money that our 

parents pay goes towards us children. On the date of January 11, 2010 we the students of the Rensselaer City 

School District arrived to the lunch room expecting to get a full breakfast. On the contrary we received a reduced 

amount of selection to eat. 

We were told that we are no longer allowed to have Chocolate Milk, Pop-tarts, and other warm goods that are 

mandated by the state of New York. One of our student representatives contacted the New York State Board of 

Education, and many media stations to let tax payers know what they are truly paying for at the Rensselaer City 

School District. That individual will be meeting with them on the date of January 22, 2010 to talk about what is 

going on at our school. 

It has also been brought to our attention that the Rensselaer City School District will be cutting all “Late Bus 

Runs.” Now how is that possible? Our Superintendent has said many times that, “WE PROMOTE EXTRACUR-

RICULAR ACTIVITIES.” If that was a true statement than you would NOT be cutting the LATE BUS. If students 

stay after to work with a teacher or the clubs we fit in to, we will have NO transportation home. 

That will become a problem and students will be worried to be a part of something when there is no reliable way 

to get home. (The reason can not be because of money… Our taxes have increased 2-3% in the last year and a 

half, which means there is money to give a child a ride, from and to their house.  

What are the parents paying for if we’re cutting everything? 

If you have any questions on the above letter, please feel free to speak to Ricky Mollenkopf, Labeeb Vasquez, Barry 
Staats, or any Rensselaer City School District student at any time. 

Food Services & District Cuts The views expressed in this article are solely the views of the 

named individuals and not of the Ramblurr or its staff. 

I think that this is a serious situation that needs to be looked in 

to. Governor Paterson recently withheld state aid for local 

school districts due to our nation’s economic crisis. However, I 

feel that the Rensselaer City school district shall look towards 

other means of saving money. On Tuesday, January 12th, the 

district’s Board of Education met during a special Board of Edu-

cation session. The main topic of discussion at the executive 

session was a contractual matter. A contractual matter can sim-

ply be described as the removal of a paid position before the 

length of hire runs out. This means that in the near future, we 

can expect to see job cuts and program cuts. Things do not look 

so bright for the 2009-2010 school year. Hopefully, money 

from the state can move us in a positive direction. 

WHAT ARE YOUR VIEWS? 

Feel free to send your comments to the 

Ramblurr. “Letters to the Editor” may 

be submitted in Mr. Hoffman’s room 

throughout the school day. 

 

Do you have a topic that you would like 

us to address?  

 

Drop us a line and we will be glad to talk 

with you! 
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BULLETIN BOARD 
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PUZZLES 
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IMPORTANT DATES:  

Monday, January 18th: Holiday (No School)                                   

Friday, January 29th: 2nd Quarter Ends 

QUOTES TO LIVE BY: 

“Defeat is not the worst of failures. Not to have tried is the true failure.”                              

~ George Edward Woodberry 

“Be as smart as you can, but remember that it is always better to be wise than to be 

smart.” ~ Alan Alda 

“In three words I can sum up everything I’ve learned about life: it goes on.” ~ Rob Frost 

CALENDAR 
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UPCOMING NEWS 

In this section we will make a list of the various articles we are working on for the near future. This is our first issue 

of the Rensselaer High School Ramblurr for the 2009-2010 school year. Below is a list of the articles we will be 

working to publish in our next issue. 

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————-- 

The Ramblurr is currently in the process of selecting eligible candidates for the 2009-2010 school year. In order to 

be a member of the Ramblurr staff you must commit to meeting deadlines and be willing to staying after school 

every once in a while. Those who fail to meet deadlines may not be eligible. If you would like to sign up to be a mem-

ber of our staff, feel free to contact Dave Ellis (2009-2010 Chief Editor) or Mr. Hoffman (Adviser). 

NEW SUPERINTENDENT CHOSEN: 

We will introduce you to Rensselaer’s new Superin-

tendent, Sally Shields—currently the Principle of 

Van Rensselaer Elementary. 

TAGLIENTO’S REOPENING: 

We will give you the facts about the re-opening of 

Tagliento’s Market, including who will own the busi-

ness and what the owners plan on selling. 

YOUR TWO CENTS MATTERS MOST: 

Let us know what you think about the Ramblurr. Your personal input is very important and meaning-

ful to our staff. We want to know what you want to see in the future. Do you want us to cover more 

sports, add a new section, or simply continue doing what we do best? Feel free to send story requests 

or other news of interest to our news department: theramblurr@aol.com. The Ramblurr is the voice 

of the student body of Rensselaer Middle High School. 

DON’T FORGET TO LOG ON!: 

The Rensselaer High School Ramblurr is always online 24 hours a day. Feel free to chat with us on 

the web or follow our status on Twitter by sending a message to: @rhsramblurr 

HTTP://RHSRAMBLURR.WORDPRESS.COM 
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