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RAMBLURR POLL:
Are you ready for the 2010 RHS Junior / Senior Prom?

ONLINE:

1.

Still looking for a dress / tux

Website: rhsramblurr.wordpress.com

2.

I’ve been ready!

Twitter: twitter.com/rhsramblurr

Results for this poll will be presented in the next issue of the
Rensselaer High School Ramblurr. Votes may be placed in Mr.

TU Blog: blog.timesunion.com/rensselaer
The Rensselaer High School Ramblurr

Hoffman’s room or given to Dave Ellis.
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By: Schuyler

SENIOR BEAT

Ogren

RHS CLASS OF 2010

Senior year is coming to a close sooner than you know! There are just a few more fundraisers,
prom, senior night, and then, boom-graduation. Our whole high school career will be over in
three months. What exactly are you looking forward to before this all ends?

“Graduation and prom…and spring break!”
-Olivia Pratt
“I am looking forward to everything coming to an end.”
-Zach Mazurowski
“The end of school and prom.”
-Meredith Mabb
“Spending time with friends on the senior trip. It could be our last time hanging out
together.”
-Andrew Boughton
Prom is May 14th, less than one month away! Get your dresses and tuxes before it starts to cut it
close and you have to rush. This year’s theme is Willy Wonka; candy, candy, candy!

Coming up soon- Seniors are going to be playing a video of their third grade play, The
Wizard of Oz, in the RHS auditorium April 16th at 6:00. We will also be holding an alumni basketball game where past Rensselaer High School graduates from 1970-2003 are welcome to sign up
and play against each other; May 28th at 6:00. The senior trip will be June 4th to New York City!
More prom, senior night, and graduation decisions to be made!
For any more updates on what has been going on, or will be going on- come to the meetings! Every
Thursday in room E206! If you don’t come, you don’t get to make any decisions! So support your class, it’s your
last chance!

The Rensselaer High School Ramblurr
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HIGHLIGHTS

By Kaitlyn Whitcher

Senior Staff Writer
Recently, 11th grade History teacher, and 12th
grade Law, Psychology,
and 20th Century teacher
Mr. Hoffman decided
that he wanted to take
over the student council.
However, he wants to
take a different approach
than the previous advisor. He would like to
make it into a student
government, and not the
group that decorates for
the homecoming dance.
To kick off the new and
improved Student Council, Mr. Hoffman put together a survey of items
that students would like
to see put in place in the
school.

These included: allowing iPods in study halls and
lunches, student drawn murals on the walls like in the
old school, a senior lounge, allowing seniors to eat lunch
in the mezzanine, and many more. As of right now, the
Student Council is trying their best to begin the process
of hopefully changing some things in the school, to make
it more fun. I spoke to one of this year’s seniors and this
is what he thought about the student council, “It’s a good
idea and everything, but it seems like it’s taking too long
to get put into effect,” – Tyrone Munguia. While many
students may feel the same way as Tyrone, hopefully you
will soon start to see a change in things.

* The usage of iPods in study halls and lunches has now been approved. *

- Kaitlyn Whitcher

Take a look at the future
of student government.

To kick off the new and improved Student Council, Mr. Hoffman
put together a survey of items that students would like to see put in
place in the school.

Student Council Is Back!

The Board of Education: To address school budget vote / Board member elections
The Annual School Budget Vote / Board Member Election will be held on Tuesday, May 18, 2010 from 12:00 noon
until 9:00 p.m. at the Rensselaer City School District campus. At that time, one member of the Rensselaer City
School District Board of Education will be elected for a five-year term commencing July 1, 2010. Nominating petitions requiring at least 100 signatures are available in the Office of the District Clerk and must be filed with the
Rensselaer County Board of Elections no later than April 28, 2010.

The Rensselaer High School Ramblurr
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CRAFTY CARTOONS

Leaping Into Spring
A Cartoon by: Cha Cha
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OFFICIALS
Superintendent Sally Shields
Just who is our new
Superintendent?
By Sarah Brady

Staff Writer
The first question some
people ask themselves
after accomplishing a
great feat is, “Did I expect this?” And in our
new superintendent’s
case the answer is no.
She was quoted as saying
that growing up she
never imagined herself as
being a superintendent,
or even a principle. Sally
Aiezza Shields always
imagined herself as a
teacher. For her own
education, Mrs. Shields
received a Bachelor’s
Degree in Elementary
Education from the College of Saint Rose and a
Master’s Degree in Reading from the State University of New York. She
then earned an Administrator’s Degree from
Saint Rose. Mrs. Shields
started her own career in
Albany teaching for Albany City Schools where
she taught for fifteen
years. She was then promoted to the position of
Assistant Director of Elementary Education for
the Albany City School
District. She officially
became Principal of Van
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The old VR campus where Mrs. Shields was Principal.

Rensselaer Elementary
School on July 1, 1996. In
fourteen years of being
principal, she applied for,
lobbied for, and received
a half million dollar grant
to develop literacy at the
elementary level. Mrs.
Shields was instrumental
in starting numerous
programs for elementary
students. An example of
such program Mrs.
Shields had made possible is a full day education
program for 4-year-olds
called Pre-K. A few improvements instituted by
Mrs. Shields are:
“Principal’s Favorite
Book,” which is a book
posted outside the library
that is supposed to encourage reading by the
students. “Bucket Fillers,” who are students

recognized for having
positive actions, and
“Star Students,” who are
students that are acknowledged at a weekly
assembly for their
achievements and behavior in the classroom. Mrs.
Shields is a native to the
Capital District where
she grew up with a large
family. In her youth there
were many children of all
ages and it is said that
may be the reason why
she chose a profession
with children. She is very
excited to take her post
as Superintendent of the
Rensselaer City School
District effective July 1st,
2010. What to expect in
the future? Sally Shields
will become Superintendent of the Rensselaer
City School District on

April 2010

July 1st, 2010 and has
said that she has ideas of
what she would like to
happen in the future. She
believes that there are
many good programs
already and plans to
build upon such ideas.
But one thing she believes is of greatest importance is that there
should be more programs
that bring together older
and younger students.
She strongly believes that
the older and younger
students. She strongly
believes that the older
students are good role
models for students at
the elementary level.
Mrs. Shields admitted
that she enjoys art and
believes that there should
be a lot of art around the
school. However, murals
painted directly on the
walls will probably not
happen. She does believe
that having a committee
formed to decide what
kind of art work should
be on large canvases
throughout the building
would be a superb idea.
The new administration
will work towards providing the student body with
very exciting new programs and changes. Congratulations to Mrs.
Shields on her achievements.
6

ENTERTAINMENT | MOVIE REVIEW

By Dylan & Ian Traynor

Senior Staff Writers
A movie that is sure to
change your life! To Save
A Life is a movie which is
based on the realistic
events of a teenager’s
struggles in life. Jake
Taylor is the main character. He has it all, the
friends, the girl, the basketball scholarship, and
the life. However, Jake
has forgotten one thing,
that is his childhood
friend, Roger. Roger
grew up with Jake and
saved his life when they
were kids. However, he
has since been pushed
aside and forgotten. He is
the guy with nothing, no
hope, no friends, and no
future. He is bullied by
many of the other students and has no one to
rely on. Roger, who is
driven by anger and frustration does what no one
expects. He shows up
with a gun on campus
and takes his own life.
After the horrific tragedy,
Jake is faced with the
question, “Could I have
saved him?” He sacrifices
everything to reach out to
students who, Just like

The Rensselaer High School Ramblurr

Roger, are lost, bullied, and helpless. In his time of
change, Jake also falls into some problems that he faces
at home involving his parents and making the right
choices for his future. This all pushes Jake into answering the most important question of all: What do I want
my life to be about?

For more information about this movie, check
out http://www.tosavealife.com or find it on
Facebook & Youtube.

April 2010

- Dylan Traynor

An emotional drama
directed by Brian Baugh

A movie that is sure to change your life! To Save Your Life is a movie
which is based on the realistic events of a teenager’s struggles in life.

To Save A Life
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EDITORIAL

By Hannah Brady

Senior Staff Writer
Dr. Michael Dawkins has
been the principal of
Rensselaer High School
since 1989 when we were
based on Broadway. That
means that 2010 will be
his 21st and final year
leading our students. In
an interview he says that
he has no future ambitions in the world of education and that he is
looking forward to retirement with the students of
the class of 2010. As of
the writing of this article
it is not yet known who is
to take over the position.
Dr. Dawkins has a varied
educational background
including starting out
locally at Hudson Valley
Community College.
From there he obtained a
degree in history from
Siena College. To complete graduate work he
went to what is currently
the University of Albany.

This is where he became
qualified to educate
young minds. At the University of Nova South
East Florida, he finished
his road to becoming a
doctor of education. Dr.
Dawkins’ family is very
supportive of his decision
to retire, even in these
unsteady economic
times. So far he has no
big plans for after his
long awaited retirement.
He wants the children
whose lives he has
touched over the years to
know that he has loved
his years here and is
“proud to be a part of it
[Rensselaer Schools].”

•

Principal since 1989

•

Once worked at
Hudson Valley Community College

•

Obtained a degree in
history at Siena

•

Finished Doctor of
education at the University of Nova
South East Florida

•

Retires after 21 years
in June of 2010

“Dr. Dawkins’ family is very supportive of
his decision to retire, even in these
unsteady economic times.”
The Rensselaer High School Ramblurr
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- Hannah Brady

Principal retiring after 21
years at RHS.

Dr. Dawkins has a varied educational background including starting out
locally at Hudson Valley Community College.

Dr. Dawkins To Retire
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
District Cuts At A Cost
I am writing in opposition of the closure of the Rensselaer Middle School next year. I would also like to inform those who do not
already know that this will be occurring. Yes, I am a Senior and I will not be here next year, but it still bothers me. The East
Greenbush City School District is not doing this. I would understand if districts around us were taking such drastic measures.
What is going on? I would like some answers. The majority of students do not even know what is going on. For the ones who do
know, we have many questions, as well as other questions that have not been addressed. What happened to all the money the
district took in last year? Why is the district cutting back on the breakfast program? How much money did we actually lose?
Why are we hiring more substitutes and firing qualified staff? And why is the district cutting back on supply budgets? These
cuts are extremely upsetting. I feel that the President of the Board of Education shall reach out to the students and the parents
on these matters. We have the right to know what is going on within our school district. Please get us the answers we deserve.
- Ceili Witko

I believe that this is an important topic to address. Our district is currently
in a severe financial crisis, or at least it appears to be that way. I feel that
we (the students and parents of the Rensselaer City School District)
should have the right to voice our personal opinions on these matters. We
have all heard of the consolidation of classes and the termination of teachers. It should not be a secret of what is going on in our school. We have all
heard the names of the individuals being cut and we all know what is coming. If there are no teachers to teach classes next year, class sizes will increase and study halls will be at capacity. For those who have not heard
already, there may be no Middle High School Library next year either,
though as my research shows, this does seem to be illegal. New York State
Education Law 207 Sub Section 91.2 which deals with the employment of
the school library media specialist states that: Each school district shall
employ a certified school library media specialist, unless equivalent service is provided by an alternative arrangement approved by the commissioner, in accordance with certain standards. Our district currently has
459 students enrolled in grades 7-12, this does not include Questar. Sub
Section 91.2 states that in a secondary school with an enrollment of more
than 300 but not more than 500 pupils, a certified school library media
specialist shall devote at least one half of each school day to library work.
Our district needs serious help. We should be looking for ways to address
these issues and not continue adding to them. I understand other districts
are taking measures to deal with financial issues, however, their measures
are not as punishing to the students. I’ve spoken to many parents on these
issues, their comments are quite powerful. Parents have said that their
children’s educations are on the line. They do not want their children sitting in four study halls a day. Many students are working towards advance
regents diplomas. However, in the future, there may not be any classes for
such children to take. Things need to change fast.
The Rensselaer High School Ramblurr

BOARD OF EDUCATION
The next public forum will be held on
Wednesday, April 21st at 5pm in the
Rensselaer Middle High School Large
Group Instruction Room (LGI).

Please feel free to attend this meeting.
We must work together to make our
district a positive place for future
success!
WHAT ARE YOUR VIEWS?
Feel free to send your comments to the
Ramblurr. “Letters to the Editor” may
be submitted in Mr. Hoffman’s room
throughout the school day.

Do you have a topic that you would like
us to address?

Drop us a line and we will be glad to talk
with you!

April 2010
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BULLETIN BOARD
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A wide array of puzzles can be found online at: http://rhsramblurr.wordpress.com
Feel free to challenge your mind and your ability to solve even harder puzzles!

PUZZLES

The Rensselaer High School Ramblurr
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CALENDAR

IMPORTANT DATES:
Thursday, April 22nd: HS Spring Concert 7 pm
Friday, April 23rd: RMHS Report Cards
Tuesday, April 27th: Board Meeting 7 pm
QUOTES TO LIVE BY:
“Imagination will often carry us to worlds that never were. But without it we go nowhere.”
~ Carl Sagan
“Forgiveness is a virtue of the brave.” ~ Indira Gandhi
“Action is the foundational key to all success.” ~ Pablo Picasso
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UPCOMING NEWS

RHS SPRING CONCERT:
Go behind the scenes with the individuals who make
the Rensselaer High Spring Concert a success.

JUNIOR / SENIOR PROM:
Are you Willy Wonka’d out? We’ve got the details of
how the prom played out. Take a look behind the
scenes of the 2010 RHS Junior / Senior celebration.

COLLEGE CAREERS:
Take a look at the future lives of our senior staff, as
well as the lives of our fellow classmates. What are we
doing in the future? Where are we going?

DON’T FORGET TO LOG ON!:
The Rensselaer High School Ramblurr is always online 24 hours a day. Feel free to chat with us on
the web or follow our status on Twitter by sending a message to: @rhsramblurr
HTTP://RHSRAMBLURR.WORDPRESS.COM
Follow us on Twitter: @rhsramblurr
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